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Foreword 
Shortly after we were married. Marguerite and I camped in the caravan 
park beside the Lagoon at Clermont. The water lilies and gum trees were 
so beautiful that I wondered naively why the town seemed divorced from 
such a lovely place. Later, I heard that the town had been shifted because 
of a flood but it was only after I became familiar with the photographs of 
Gordon Cumming Pullar that the romance and tragedy of that tranquil 
spot caught my imagination. 
My contact with the photographs began in 1975 when I visited Cler-
mont seeking examples of historic architecture for the National Trust of 
Queensland. Some glass plates were shown to me by the photographer's 
son, Gordon Cumming Pullar junior, and I was particularly intrigued by 
the scenes of large timber hotels being shifted by steam traction engines. 
As Gordon junior was unable to take prints from the plates, he asked if 
I could do the job on my return to Brisbane. It was only when looking at 
these prints that I became convinced of the artistic feeling and freshness 
of the images. I contacted Gordon and we agreed that it would be a good 
idea to exhibit them. 
They were first exhibited at the Institute of Modern Art, Brisbane in 
April 1976 and next at the Civic Art Gallery, Rockhampton. During the 
exhibition Gordon Pullar junior came to me with more plates he had 
discovered at home in Clermont, and I also met Gordon PuUar's 
daughter, Violet Bowes, who had another 61 plates, predominantly fami-
ly portraits. These brought the number of known surviving plates to 317. 
A revised exhibition was shown the next year at the Belyando Shire 
Hall, Clermont and thereafter at the Australian Centre for Photography 
in Sydney and the George Paton Gallery at the University of Melbourne. 
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Gratifying moments during the tour were the identification of the goat 
cart photograph with Andrew Searle and Wilhemina Bonzi (134) and 
Andrew Mclntyre's review describing the exhibition as "one of the most 
outstanding exhibitions seen in Sydney galleries this year."^ 
As the plates are undated, dating is only possible by examination of the 
subject matter. A major dividing line in the dating process is the flood of 
1916: all plates taken prior to that date were damaged by water. Gordon 
Pullar junior remembered that it was one of his jobs to clean the mud 
from them. The flood water caused swelling of the photographic emul-
sion so that it came away from the glass — an unknown number of plates 
were lost in this way. Those that survived are characterized by irregular 
frilly edges of damaged emulsion. 
Although Gordon Pullar did sell some of his photographs, most of the 
surviving material is non-commercial in nature. Besides, there were 
other photographers in the town, some professional, who, it seems, 
found it difficult to earn a livelihood from photography. In 1900, J. A. 
Behrens, Claude Falconer, Miss Lauderdale, J.H. Preston and 
H. Staines were all practising photographers but none of them were 
hsted in directories by 1904. About the time of the flood, the names of 
R. B. Caldwell and S. T. Douglas briefly appear. All through this period, 
country towns were serviced by itinerant photographers such as Walter 
Perroux, who worked from Toowoomba and Rockhampton. Gordon 
Pullar's income came from his shop, which sold many things besides 
photographic equipment. Perhaps he started photographing in order to 
advise better on the equipment he was selling. He must have valued the 
plates as he made sure that they were salvaged after the flood. 
Clermont in those days was still very much a frontier town a long way 
from capital cities and discussions with other photographers. 
Presumably, through the newsagency, he would have been aware of the 
photographic magazines available, principal among which were Harr-
ington's Photographic Journal and the Australasian Photographic Review. 
In 1903 the Australasian Photographic Review praised the work of Crown 
Studios, Sydney;2 it was here that Gordon and Clara had been 
photographed in their wedding clothes on their honeymoon. 
Harrington's featured pictures with simplified massing, deep shadows 
and atmospheric, cloudy skies — commonly known today as the pic-
torialist style. The Australasian Photographic Review, on the other hand, 
favoured a more direct approach and was pleased to note "a tendency to 
ease off in the matter of the fog and mist pictures".^ Gordon Pullar's pic-
tures were generally clear and sharp. The light in central Queensland is 
hard and powerful and the absence of lingering twilights make "fog and 
mist" photography virtually impossible. 
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The camera he used produced a 6V2 inch by 4% inch (164 mm by 120 
mm) negative on glass (half plate). It was made of mahogany with a 
fabric bellows and a shutter that worked on the principle of a roller blind. 
Supported on a timber tripod, the outfit could be folded into a neat box 
for easy transport. The upside-down image was viewed on a ground-
glass screen with the aid of a black cloth, and plate holders were inserted 
to displace the viewing screen for the exposure. 
It is not known how many cameras Gordon Pullar owned. One dam-
aged in the flood was replaced by a Sanderson, Regular Model with a 
Thornton Pickard roller shutter and a standard 9V2 inch (250 mm) lens. 
This camera still remains within the family. 
It is interesting that he chose to work with a glass plate camera when 
roll film cameras were already on the market. Some professional photo-
graphers conservatively regarded cameras with roll holders as "confined 
to the use of tourists",^ Although they were portable and rolls of film 
were easier to carry than glass and not as fragile, they were "half as 
much again in cost".^ In any case photographic workers were accustom-
ed to handling glass without accident; moreover, the plate images, being 
larger, yielded better detail, were more easily retouched and could be 
processed individually for optimum development of each image. 
Labels on the boxes containing the glass plates indicate that Gordon 
Pullar used Ilford Special Rapid Plates, Empire Plates and Seed's Dry 
Plates. There were several types of developer for these plates, usually 
based on pyrogallic acid and potassium metabisulphate, which, when 
mixed in different combinations, could deal with a range of exposure 
values. It is not known which of these he favoured but, judging by the 
resilience of the emulsion surface, it would appear that he used an acid 
fixing bath. Development was carried out in dishes in a temporarily 
blacked-out room or, in later years, his office. 
Surviving prints by Gordon Pullar's hand are few. He did not possess 
an enlarger and contact printed the plates on to postcard-size paper. Not 
one print shows the full 6V2 inch by 4^ /4 inch area of the plate. 
A curious aspect is the way titles such as "Langton shearing" and 
"Goat racing in Clermont" are scratched into the emulsion of some 
plates. The crude manner in which this is done raises doubts as to 
whether this was the work of the otherwise careful photographer, but 
Gordon Pullar junior was adamant that it was. Perhaps, as need be, the 
titles could be avoided by judicious location of the postcard-size contact 
printing paper. 
This book is devoted to images taken from known surviving plates; all 
the images are shown to display the full range of subject matter and 
quality. The reader will see that, like all photographers, Gordon Pullar 
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had his failures as well as his successes. Some prints have survived for 
which the plates seem to have disappeared, but these are not included 
mainly because,of the difficulty in proving authorship. Principal among 
these are images of the flood damage included in folders entitled "Views 
of Clermont: before and after the flood", compiled by S.T. Douglas for 
sale as flood souvenirs; in these Gordon Pullar's work appears alongside 
that of other photographers, but none of them are identified. 
Besides losses caused by the flood itself, other plates have disappeared 
due to the subtle erosion of time. I was particularly glad to find that the 
Barnes family has a normal print of their wedding so that the 
photographer's nightmare, the inopportune double exposure (163), did 
not spoil the record of the event. 
All the photographs are shown unretouched in the state in which they 
have survived. Selected images are reproduced to match the exact size of 
the plate. This is a one-is-to-one contact print of the full plate although 
Gordon Pullar himself only showed the centre portion of the image. 
The reader must bear in mind that the process of mechanical screen 
reproduction in books sometimes does not attain the precision of detail or 
subtlety of tonal values a photograph may achieve. 
The complete catalogue at the back of the book includes all 
photographs with detailed captions. The selection of photographs 
featured in the main part of the book includes abbreviated captions, 
numbered as per the catalogue. 
Richard Stringer 
Notes 
1. Andrew Mclntyre, "Freak Appeal", Australian, 23 June 1977, 8. 
2. Australasian Photographic Review, 24 January 1903, 39. 
3. Ibid., 2. 
4. "Film versus Plates", Australasian Photographic Review (reprinted from British Journal of 
Photography), 21 July 1903, 261. 
5. Ibid. 
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Introduction 
The Town and District of Clermont 
Gold was found on the banks of a lagoon on Sandy Creek by stockmen 
preparing to move sheep into the Peak Downs area of central 
Queensland in the early 1860s. With water near at hand and the promise 
of alluvial gold, tents and shanties quickly appeared. There was no 
thought given to the suitability of the site as a permanent town: the pros-
pectors were after gold. However, as the field continued to yield gold in 
payable quantities, the town of Clermont was surveyed by C. F. Gregory 
in December 1863 and the first sale of land took place four months later. 
Clermont is situated on the Peak Downs, 370 kilometres northwest of 
Rockhampton, an area of high rolling plainland and three hundred metre 
high mountain peaks. In the 1840s both Ludwig Leichhardt and the 
Archer brothers, passing through the area, recognized it as good grazing 
land, and huge tracts were taken up as sheep runs; the area was in fact 
too wet for sheep and was later used for cattle. To the north and west, 
the Downs are bounded by the Drummond Range; the creeks that rise 
there are tributaries of the Nogoa River, part of the large Fitzroy basin. 
Gold was not the only mineral that drew people to the district. In 1862, 
copper had been discovered seven kilometres south of Clermont at Cop-
perfield and two years later the Peak Downs Coppermining Company 
began smelting operations. Despite the high quality of the ore, the cost of 
transport to the coast and the slump in world copper prices after the 
Franco-Prussian war (1870-71) proved too much for the new company 
and it was forced to sell. Among its assets was a coal seam on forty hec-
tares of land known as Blair Athol twenty kilometres north, but by law 
the liquidator was not permitted to work the mine. The copper and coal 
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mines were owned by various syndicates and although the coalfields 
eventually flourished, the copper mines were not successful. At its peak 
in the 1870s, Copperfield employed nearly a thousand men, including 
smelters and carters, and some 250 children attended the school. By 
1899, the population had dwindled to 200. The proximity of Copperfield 
was a boost for Clermont in the early days, and the fortunes of the two 
towns were closely linked with regular coach services for passengers and 
mail. 
By the time Copperfield was declining, Clermont was in the middle of a 
short-lived gold boom. During the 1880s, between 2000 and 7000 ounces 
(60,000 and 200,000 grams) of alluvial gold was being produced each 
year; in 1897 this rose to 22,000 ounces (620,000 grams) and, in 1898, 
31,000 ounces (880,000 grams), following the discovery of the Dead 
Horse Lead.^ It was this excitement that brought Gordon Pullar to the 
field. 
The papers carried vivid accounts of the diggings, and the following 
describes the Wild Cat Lead. 
For nearly a mile, we should judge, the place is covered with tents and shafts, 
and butcher's and baker's shops. On your left, just as you enter the township, 
you are actually invited to an oyster saloon; on the other side of the road or 
street, or track — whatever you choose to call it — "Jack" Moore will serve 
you with a Klondyke or a lemon squash, a splendid liquor for this blazing hot 
season; then you haven't to travel many yards before you get to the "London 
Bakery", where you can have loaves of bread as well as hop beer and cider, 
as long as you pay for them; and then you can go to a butcher's shop and get 
as good a beef steak as the best of appetites could desire for three-halfpence 
or twopence per lb. Still on the same side of lead you can see on the northern 
side, a big billiard room, and slightly to the left of it, but nearer the 
McDonald's Flat road there is a big tent where "washing and ironing and 
clothes are cleaned". . . . The most remarkable fact which struck us, 
however, was the industry of the diggers. How they do work for gold! Poor 
fellows! As we saw them come up from the shafts, covered with perspiration, 
some of them quivering as they crawled out of the cages, we thought they 
certainly ought to have some reward for their labour.^ 
At the time Gordon Pullar arrived, Clermont was changing from a 
shanty town into a settled centre of business. A rail link from Rockhamp-
ton via Emerald had finally been completed in 1884 to transport wool and 
coal from the surrounding district and the main street, Drummond 
Street, boasted five hotels. As well, there were two sawmills; three sad-
dlers; and a local newspaper, the Peak Downs Telegram and Copperfield 
Miner, thirty children attended the school. A bridge over the Lagoon led 
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south to higher ground where the school, post office, town hall, court 
house and police station were situated. 
In between the large hotels had grown up the smaller businesses — the 
drapers, fancy goods and fruit and vegetable shops, the butcher, the 
jewellers — and across the street were the larger general stores, fur-
niture and undertakers shop, soft drink factory, saddler and baker. Fur-
ther east were the livery stables. 
After seeking his fortune on the goldfield, Gordon Pullar opened a 
shop in about 1900 selling bicycles and fancy goods; he ran the business 
enthusiastically, expanding his range of wares and moving to new 
premises as trade increased. He lived in Clermont with his wife and fami-
ly until his death in 1934. During that time the event that changed the 
shape of the town for the future was a disastrous flood in 1916. For the 
people of the town the story of the flood that drowned sixty-three people 
and caused untold destruction has become a legend, with brave deeds 
still recalled to this day. 
Among Gordon Pullar's photographs are those that portray the 
removal of the town after the flood to a new site on higher ground. By 
dint of hard work and the skill of the residents who had to use whatever 
resources were to hand, Clermont once again became the centre of the 
pastoral and mining district, secure in the knowledge that it was safe 
from the threat of future flooding. 
Notes 
1. B. Dunstan, The Clermont Gold Field, (Geographical Survey Office, Brisbane, 1902). 
2. Peak Downs Telegram, 12 November 1897. 
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The Pullar Family 
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F "^ OR Gordon Cumming Pullar, there was a fascination about life in an isolated township with its gum trees, dusty streets and wooden shops. After sailing half-way round the world and chasing gold in 
two countries, he set up a business in a remote town and spent his spare 
time photographing the day-to-day life and achievements of its people. 
The town was Clermont. 
Born at Reuabon near Denbigh in Wales on 17 May 1864, Gordon 
Cumming Pullar was the third son of Charles John and Maggie Inglis 
(nee Cumming) Pullar. Although Gordon was born in Wales, his family 
lived in Scotland, possibly at Stirling, where Charles Pullar worked as an 
accountant and cashier. Gordon attended the Dollar Academy a few 
miles out of Stirling and in 1880 he passed the Second Grade Art Exam-
ination of the Department of Science and Art in Model Drawing. ^  
When he was eighteen he set sail from Scotland and for the next six-
teen years spent time in Wellington and later various parts of Australia. 
It is not known how many other members of his family left Scotland but 
two of his sisters and a brother were living in New Zealand and another 
brother in Melbourne at the time of his death in 1934. 
Gordon Pullar took up office work in Wellington but is said to have 
found it "irksome" and went on the land for some years. Following the 
gold boom in Western Australia, he went to Perth and made his way to 
Northam, and from there to Southern Cross, Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie and 
Boulder. He returned to New Zealand for a time before going to New 
South Wales and, after several trips back to New Zealand, was on his 
way to the goldfields in New Guinea when he was lured to the central 
Queensland diggings at Clermont in 1898. 
With reputedly only a revolver in his possession on his arrival, he must 
SEWIXO MACHINKS FOR S.VT.K. 
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Charles John Pullar m. Maggie Inglis Cumming 
Douglas Candlish daughter 
Gordon Cumming 
b. 17.5.1864 
d. 28.2.1934 
daughter 
. m.. 
7.8.1902 
James Lamont 
b. 1856 
d 21.1.1926 
m. Edith Clara Cardnell 
b. 
d 23.11.1933 
Edith 
b. 1883? 
d. 1.1.1948 
William 
b. 
d ?.8.1958 
Clara Matilda 
b. 19.3.1880 
d. 21.8.1961 
m. 
Florence Gee 
Beatrice 
b. 
d. 3.7.1977 
m. ?1915 
Evelyn 
Charman 
Frances Lilla 
b. 
d. 16.10.1955 
Gertrude John 
d. 4.5.1926 d. as child 
m. ?1917 
George Furlonger 
Victor James 
b. 13.6.1903 
d. P.9.1962 (circa) 
m. 
Dorothy Berkley 
2 sons 
Edith Violet Clara 
b. 1905 
d. 1908 
Gordon Cumming 
b. 17.5.1907 
d. 6.9.1980 
m. 1941 
Frances Sargood 
3 sons 
2 daughters 
Violet Lillah 
b. 2.6.1910 
m. 1937 
Pat Bowes 
id. 1980) 
2 sons 
3 daughters 
Herbert Stanley 
b. 18.12.1912 
m. 
Beryl Cox 
(d 1979) 
1 son 
2 daughters 
Dorothy Clara 
b. 22.5.1920 
m. 1945 (circa) 
Gerry Rodie 
id ) 
2 sons 
1 daughter 
m. 
Mervyn Richardson 
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have had some success at the Wild Cat Lead for in 1900, aged thirty-six, 
he set up a stationer, tobacconist and cycle shop in the heart of the 
business area in Drummond Street. 
He was a keen sportsman, and came third in the one mile bicycle 
handicap and second in the two mile handicap (which won him £1) at the 
Prince of Wales Birthday Sports in November 1899. The local paper 
commented that, "Pullar did not ride up to expectations, and looked all 
over an overtrained man".2 
For twenty years, a family named Lamont had been living in Clermont, 
James Lamont (1855-1926) and his eight-year-old sister Ellen had come 
to Clermont from Eden near Ballymoney in County Antrim, Northern 
Ireland, in 1878. Ellen was to become a dressmaker and James seems to 
have had a variety of jobs — he was a road worker for the Belyando Shire 
Council at one time and steward of the Clermont Club for a good number 
of years. 
James Lamont married Edith Clara CardnelP probably at Clermont 
and their first child, Clara Matilda, was born on 19 March 1880. The 
Lamonts lived in Mimosa Street next to the All Saints Church of 
England. They had seven children and, at twenty-two, Clara married 
Gordon Cumming Pullar, then thirty-eight, in the town's Presbyterian 
Church on 7 August 1902. 
Gordon Pullar occupied at least three shops and probably four in 
Drummond Street. The location of his first shop is not certain but he sold 
bicycles, stationery and tobacco. In July 1902, he advertised a change of 
premises to a new shop leased from Mr W. H. McKean: "Mr Pullar's 
business is daily growing and it is to show his large and well-assorted 
stock to better advantage that has induced him to shift into larger 
premises."* 
The location of this shop is also unclear, but by this time he carried a 
considerably expanded stock of fancy goods, as an advertisement 
indicates. 
Plain and fancy stationery. Pocket Books, Novels (all prices) 
Music Song Books 
Violins, Accordeons, Toys, Flutes, Mouth Organs 
Prayer Books, Picture Books, Billiard Requisites, Violin Strings 
Photo frames. Purses, Handbags 
Electro plated goods. Fancy Glassware 
SEWING MACHINES FOR SALE 
BICYCLES - Agent for the celebrated MASSEY-HARRIS. Bicycles 
repaired.^ 
He advertised in each issue of the local paper, changing the advertise-
ment to suit the season. 
O. C.PULLAKS 
Ctostmas IS 
" - - - . - - - - - - ^ ^ N O W 
CxhrlVUVOU OPEN. 
LOWEST CASH PlilCE.S THROUGHOUJ", 
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 
CARDS 
ATALLPBICES! AT ALL PBICESl 
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Q C. Pullar's 
^jk> 
jflrcade, 
CLERMON' c^k? 
—Great Display of— 
NOYELTIKS, TANCY GOODS, 
TOYS, 
Including 
PUOTO FUAMKS. OliNAMKX'l.S, 
E L E C T H O I ' L A T L W AKi:, D A I N T Y 
AFTERNOON TKA SETS, 
CUOCKERV 
——ai all Prices. 
His interest in cycling carried into the shop. Bicycles were widely used 
in rural Australia not only for recreation but as a means of transport over 
quite considerable distances; shearers, for instance, cycled from one 
shearing shed to the next. Bicycles had also been popular on the 
goldfields, especially in Western Australia where they were the basis of a 
well-organized messenger service.^ Gordon Pullar would have seen this 
when he was there and was enterprising enough to sell them himself in 
Clermont. Mr T. Heard was the local agent for the rival Red Bird bicycle. 
In 1902 the stationer-newsagent, Mr T. J. Wheatley, was declared in-
solvent, and it is likely that Gordon Pullar took over the agency. There 
were other booksellers and stationers in town, such as Mrs M. F. Adam, 
but she was some distance away in Herschel Street; J. G. Druery had 
been a bookseller and stationer at least since 1897 and also advertised 
sewing machines and bicycles.'^  
In 1911 Gordon Pullar purchased a drapery business, probably leasing 
the premises from Mr Cavill. The shop was three doors west of Queen's 
Hotel in Drummond Street (93). 
Having purchased the business lately carried on by Mr A. E. Cavill, I am 
prepared to cater for the general public — and the surrounding district — 
right down from head to foot. 
Ladies and Gents shoes a specialty. 
Come and secure a Spanking Outfit at Reasonable Prices^ 
Five years later Gordon Pullar changed premises again when, at the 
end of 1916, he bought a shop to the east of Queen's Hotel. It was open in 
time for Christmas trading. 
CHRISTMAS OARDS. 
Announces that he hat landed a TCIT nice range of XU.XB asd KSW TKAB 
CARDS of all deicriptiona. 
PATRIOTIC XMAS OARDS 
SUITABLE FOR THE SOLDIERS ABROAD. 
ALL NEW WITH VERY APPROPRIATE DB8I0KS. 
ALSO A LARGE STOCK OF OTHER ARTICLES 
SUITABLE FOR PRESENTATION. 
NOVELS, PICTURE BOOKS. ALBUMS, AUTOGRAPH BOOKS, fte.. *•. 
Order early to avoid disappointment. 
PDLLAR'S ^ X T ^ CLERMONT. 
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Setting up Home 
The PuUars lived on the southwest corner of Sirius and Capricorn Streets 
— it was probably their first home. From there they moved further 
towards Sandy Creek, only a block away from the shopping area. The 
house was on the comer of Francis and Lime Streets on a large, five acre 
block of land and it was here their six children were born. Set on low 
stumps, the home comprised thirteen rooms, six verandahs and a detach-
ed kitchen joined to the rest by a passageway with the fernery on either 
side. 
The fernery was a feature of the Pullar home. It was looked after by 
Clara Pullar, who won several prizes at church bazaars for her 
maidenhair hanging baskets and other ferns. Because water was so 
precious, the fernery was a manageable form of gardening, and it was a 
pleasant place to sit and read or have a cup of tea; it also helped to keep 
the house cool. Violet says her father was a keen gardener and 
remembers how she loved to help him in the vegetable patch. One year, 
he grew cotton and paid the children to pick it; with the proceeds, Violet 
bought herself a tennis racquet. 
Gordon Pullar loved music and musical evenings were often held with 
friends and neighbours. Violet learnt the piano from Miss EUie Tin Foo, 
whose father ran a shoe shop in Drummond Street, and later from the 
nuns at the convent. Gordon, Dorothy and Victor also learnt the piano 
and Herbert the violin. The family had a wind-up gramophone which 
played cylindrical records. On Sundays, however, only hjmins were 
played and the family attended the Methodist Church and Sunday 
School. 
In his leisure time, Gordon Pullar liked to go pigeon shooting in the 
bush and took the children along with him; Clara Pullar would make 
pigeon pie as a treat. On other occasions they might go fishing at 
Cheeseborough or picnicking at Bathampton, both local water holes. 
Gordon Pullar was involved with the town's sporting activities, such as 
cycling, cricket and rifle shooting and golf; he also encouraged artistic 
pursuits by presenting trophies for painting at the Peak Downs 
Agricultural and Horticultural Show. 
Christmas was usually spent at the Lamont house in Mimosa Street. 
Being a typical Scotsman, Gordon Pullar held his party on New Year's 
Day, the highlight for him being to let off fireworks; as a special treat, 
the children were allowed to have a soft drink. 
Every year when the children were young, Clara Pullar took them for a 
holiday to Yeppoon for three months after Christmas. They rented a 
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house there, not always the same one, and the children attended the local 
state school. 
During these years, Gordon Pullar was taking photographs of the 
town, its buildings, its people including the Aborigines, and local events 
such as goat and cycle races. It was a hobby for him, and he developed 
and printed his photographs at home in a room they called "the 
photographic room''. 
The 1916 Flood 
In 1916, the largest flood Clermont had experienced rushed through the 
town, drowning over sixty people. It swept through the main residential 
and business areas and left only devastation in its wake. The Pullars lost 
no family members, but they grieved for drov^nied friends and acquain-
tances. Their home and shop were both submerged to ceiling level. 
Clara and her four children spent the whole day on the roof of the 
home. Gordon, who had gone to inspect his shop, had been cut off by the 
quickly rising water; he managed to escape through the roof on to the 
balcony of the Queen's Hotel. From adjoining rooftops he could see Clara 
and the children were safe on the roof. After the family were rescued the 
Pullars stayed with the Lamonts for three weeks. 
The stock at the shop was very badly damaged and much of it, the 
papers and magazines especially, ruined. What could be salvaged was 
washed and cleaned and Gordon junior remembered helping his father 
wash shoes in the culvert (where Capricorn Street crosses the Lagoon) 
and smearing them with vaseline to stop them becoming hard.^ At the 
end of February, Gordon Pullar advertised a sale of damaged stock. 
G.C. Pullar 
Bookseller, Stationer, Newsagent and Fancy Goods Store 
Drummond Street 
Wishes it to be known that he is disposing of his large stock of Goods, 
including MEN'S CLOTHING, BOOTS AND SHOES &c slightly damaged 
by water, at Half the usual Prices.^ " 
Perhaps his Scottish blood wouldn't let him lower the prices any more 
than that. 
Because the damage was so severe, it was decided to relocate the 
business area and homes on the flood-prone flat to a site on higher 
ground less than a kilometre to the south. An act of parliament enabled 
land to be resumed for this purpose and the flood-prone land to be sur-
rendered. The buildings were either disassembled and reconstructed or 
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winched along by traction engines to their new location. What was once 
the business heart of Clermont is now levelled land on the "flat", a pic-
nic area beside the Lagoon. 
Shifting the town took place very quickly considering the extent of the 
task: by the following Christmas, Gordon Pullar's shop was one of the 
few left trading in Drummond Street. He had had difficulty securing the 
land he wanted for the new shop. This must have been disappointing but 
he apparently decided to make the most of it. In September he was 
advertising new stock which seems to have impressed the local paper. 
"We had the pleasure during the week of having a look at the new goods, 
and were surprised at the comprehensive stock and the exceptionally low 
prices marked."^^ A week later people were urged to visit the 
"flourishing business". "The fact that he is almost the only inhabitant of 
Drummond Street will not prevent the visits of those who are on the 
lookout for Christmas goods. It is well worth while to view his display 
which is equal to that of former years."^^ 
The business was operating in the new area by about 1919. It was first 
located in temporary premises in Douglas Street before a new shop was 
built on the corner of Capella and Douglas Streets (2). 
After the Flood 
The Pullars had continued to live in their old home on the flat but approx-
imately five years after the flood they moved the main part of the house 
to Douglas Street, between Capella and Karmoo Streets, where they had 
acquired land in 1917. The old home was moved in wall sections and a 
new part added to form the kitchen/dining room area. Verandahs sur-
rounded the house — lounge, five bedrooms and office where the 
photographic work was done (43). There were eight water tanks to cope 
with the long periods when rain was scarce, two of them being for the 
fernery, a feature of this home as well. Fortunately much of their fur-
niture had been salvaged from the flood but they lost their piano. Violet 
recalls that another was obtained in about 1920 which she still plays. It 
could not have been easy having to move and start over again but many 
others were in a similar predicament. The flood was not soon forgotten 
and Violet recalls the endless talk that went on about it until the children 
would demand a change of topic. 
During the post-flood years, Gordon Pullar continued to take 
photographs. Just after the flood, several photographers of the town 
were involved in publishing a series of flood photographs, which included 
some by Gordon Pullar. The first folder in the series of four contained 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
sixteen photographs; when it appeared in February 1917, it was reported 
to be "selling like hot cakes" for two shillings.i^ For his ovm record Gor-
don Pullar documented the removal of the buildings to their new sites; 
his pictures show the growth of the new town from a street vdth only a 
few shops to one lined with businesses and hotels. 
He was sometimes commissioned to take photographs of weddings in 
the town. It is intriguing that he does not appear to have photographed 
weddings within his family. Violet Pullar remembers groups coming to 
the house to be photographed in her father's favourite spot outside the 
fernery. As well as the bridal party, the elaborate wedding cakes were 
photographed (30, 31), including Gertie's for her marriage in about 1917. 
These cakes were Clara Pullar's handiwork and in addition to the two 
of which we have photographs, Clara decorated the cake for the mar-
riage of Gordon junior and Frances Sargood in 1941. 
Gordon Pullar obviously enjoyed photographing the junior members of 
his family from babyhood through to adulthood; and he had good sub-
jects with the Lamont girls: Gertrude, Clara's youngest sister, was only 
eight years older than Victor, the first Pullar child. The Pullars and 
Lamonts seem to have enjoyed lots of activities together, such as family 
picnics (16, 17) and weekend tea parties, perhaps on Sunday afternoons, 
in the backyard (7). On these occasions, the women were dressed very 
elegantly with tucked leg-of-mutton sleeves and finely worked lace bibs 
and trims. 
Fashion also became prominent at G. C. Pullar's. With the new shop in 
Capella Street open for business, the advertisements take a new line: 
"Charming Millinery Creations" could be bought at "The Fashion Cen-
tre of Clermont", and there were chic illustrations to prove it. A seem-
ingly incongruous addition to the stock were fireworks. 
Quite a few members of the family worked at G.C. Pullar's: Lilla 
Lamont, and Violet, Dorothy and Gordon junior. During Violet's time 
there another employee was Frances Sargood, who later married (k)rdon 
junior. Their son, Robert, and his wife still run the business. 
In 1932, Gordon Pullar suffered a stroke; Clara nursed him at home 
and he was able to move around with her help and the aid of a walking 
stick. Gordon junior took over the running of the shop. 
In October 1933, the shop was robbed and burnt down, the fire also 
destroying three adjoining shops. As a result, the Pullars decided to 
move the business further south along Capella Street into something 
other than a wooden building. A temporary location in Mills's building on 
the corner of Capella and Daintree Streets was available, after which the 
business moved to premises rented from Mr Les Shaw. There Gordon 
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frocks thatare^inners fo^ace e-Show ^ Ve^ts 
junior sold a very wide variety of fancy goods, clothing, drapery and 
school requisites. 
Gordon Pullar had recovered sufficiently to be able to struggle down to 
the shop but he suffered another stroke which was fatal. He died on 28 
February 1934. Clara Pullar continued to live at the Douglas Street home 
until her death in 1961. 
Notes 
1. Certificate from Dollar Academy (in possession of Mrs V. Bowes). 
2. Peak Downs Telegram, 10 November 1899. 
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3. Edith Lamont was the only daughter of Captain and Mrs Cardnell and was born at Maldon or 
Peebles. It seems she came from Maldon to Rockhampton with her brother after their father 
remarried. She died in Toowoomba in 1933. 
4. Peak Downs Telegram, 9 July 1902. 
5. Peak Downs Telegram, 16 April 1902. 
6. Jim Fitzpatrick, The Bicycle and the Bush, (Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 1980), 
156. 
7. Peak Downs Telegram, 2 February 1897. 
8. Peak Downs Telegram, 29 April 1911. 
9. Interview with Gordon Pullar junior by Lydia van Uegchel, 15 October 1977, for Clermont 
State Primary School project, "The Great Flood". 
10. Peak Downs Telegram, 24 February 1917. 
11. Peak Downs Telegram, 15 September 1917. 
12. Peak Downs Telegram, 22 December 1917. 
13. Peak Downs Telegram, 24 February 1917. 
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2. Gordon Pullar's shop in Capella Street, Clermont 
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3 . Gordon Pullar at the Lime Street home 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
4. Clara Matilda Pullar 
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7. Edith Lamont with daughters and grandsons (about 1909) 
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6. The Pullar home, Lime Street, with Gordon, Victor and Violet 
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2 5 . Violet Pullar 
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9. Clara Pullar with Gordon and Victor 
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2 1 . Lilla Lamont with nephew Herbert Pullar 
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32 . Lilla Lamont 
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39 . Clara Pullar with Violet, Victor, Herbert and Gordon 
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3 3 . Gertie Lamont 
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30. Gertie Lamont's wedding cake (about 1917-18) 
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74. Yeppoon, regular holiday spot for the Pullars 
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77. Main Beach and the Bluff, Yeppoon 
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86 . Low tide at Ross Creek, Yeppoon 
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8 1 . The Bluff, Yeppoon 
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4 3 . Gordon Pullar's home in Douglas Street 
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4 4 . Fernery at Douglas Street home showing Clara, Gordon junior and Dorothy 
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5 3 . Violet Pullar 
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54. Victor Pullar 
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5 5 . Gordon Pullar junior 
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56 . Dorothy Pullar in dining room of Douglas Street home 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
49 . Edith Lamont with daughters and grandchildren (about 1923) 
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6 3 . Clara Pullar at Douglas Street home 
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Life in the Town 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
THE CLERMONT Gordon Pullar first knew had grown from an overland watering hole and was riding high on a mineral boom which was at its peak when he arrived in 1898. The town settled 
down in the new century into a small, isolated bush settlement of 1500 
people. It was so badly hit by the 1916 flood that it was re-sited on 
higher, safer ground and those buildings that had survived and were 
worth moving were shifted to new locations. The new town grew steadi-
ly as a service town for the pastoral industries of the Peak Downs. 
Large General Stores and Hotels 
One of the very early businesses was Winter and Lea's General Store. In 
1899, this was bought by W. H. Griffin who changed its name to Griffin 
and Co., Merchants Importers and General Storekeepers. On his death, 
his son, Robert, "the boss", ran the store with the aid of his brother, 
Walter, known locally as "Beau". The Griffins had a long association 
with Clermont through the store, the Clermont Club and their interests in 
nearby properties such as ' * Wolfang''. 
Another large store in Drummond Street was North and Co., on the 
corner of Capricorn Street. Built in 1896 for Thomas North, it was the 
first brick building in Clermont, and extended for quite a way down the 
block; by 1916 the far end was occupied by four small businesses adja-
cent to North's. 
As in any town that had grown out of a gold rush, hotels were in abun-
dance in Clermont: in 1883, there were five, and from 1888 to 1900, 
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eight; by 1916, however, there were only six. They changed hands, burnt 
down, and were rebuilt or renovated if condemned by the licensing com-
mission. 
The Commercial, rebuilt in 1899, had a "very noticeable feature" in 
the two bathrooms built one over the other with a large tank on top for 
storing pumped water. ^  In 1900, the Grand, the Federal and the Leo 
were being built. The Grand had burnt down in the previous year only 
twelve months after it had been opened and the Leo was being rebuilt 
after the licensing commission ordered the old building to be demolished; 
the Federal was a new hotel in the town, built on the site of the "old" 
Commercial. 
All of the hotels were large buildings with wide verandahs; they figure 
prominently in Gordon Pullar's photography because they were popular 
meeting and recreation places. 
The Building Industry 
As timber was plentiful in the surrounding hills the main building 
material was wood. Several sawmills operated in the town, the Steam 
Saw Mills as early as 1888. 
The local builder was William Southgate whose work included the 
grandstand at the racecourse, the homesteads on Logan and Malvern 
Downs, shops in Drummond Street, the nurses quarters at the hospital 
and the Federal Hotel. He arrived in Clermont in 1885 from Norwich, 
where he had been his father's apprentice, and set up his business in a 
shop at the back of his home in Box Street. 
The bricks for buildings such as North and Co. General Store, the 
twenty chimneys at the Copperfield smelting works (each at least twelve 
metres high) and the manager's house at Copperfield were made in Cler-
mont by Charles Bettridge. He had come to Clermont from England in 
1874, aged sixteen; like Southgate, he too had learnt his trade from his 
father. Charles and his wife, Annie Mary, lived near the railway bridge 
where they had two kilns. There are photographs of two of their four 
children taken outside the Pullar's Lime Street home before the first 
world war (149, 150). As well as making bricks, Charles Bettridge built 
dams and sheep dips and dug graves for the undertaker, Mr E. E. 
Mackintosh. He died in 1934, the same year as Gordon Pullar. 
Business Life 
An old business in the town dating back to 1876 was the wine and spirit 
merchant and cordial manufacturer Peter Olsson. Olsson's new two-
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storey factory in 1902 was of the very latest design and, lest he run short 
of his precious raw material, he installed rainwater tanks with a storage 
capacity of over fifty cubic metres (twelve thousand gallons). Among his 
drinks Kola and Khedivial Club were popular lines. 
Benno Behr, the local jeweller, watchmaker and tobacconist and a 
former mayor, was another old identity in Drummond Street. He spent 
many of his seventy-nine years in Clermont and played a prominent role 
in town activities. A stout, kindly Jew with grey hair and half-glasses, he 
would often admonish the children: "If you vant to buy a vatch, buy a 
vatch; if you don't vant to buy a vatch, take your dirty snotty nose off my 
vindow!" 
There were two furniture shops, Carlsons and E. E. Mackintosh's; 
both doubled as undertakers — their joinery obviously knew no bounds. 
Among the other businesses there were several draperies (Isaac Nasser, 
Cavills Arcade, and G.C. Pullar); two saddlers; three tearooms; two 
butchers (Carl MoUer in Drummond Street and H. Duck in Capella 
Street); and a couple of Chinese traders, such as Tin Foo who made 
shoes and Jimmy Pah Loon who sold Chinese fireworks (later Charlie 
Jock's). 
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Transport 
Horse-drawn wagons brought wool and other produce from the proper-
ties around the town to the railway (222, 223). In one of the photographs 
there is a team of fourteen horses (220), so saddlers would not have gone 
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short of work; even goats were harnessed to cart water. In another, bales 
of wool are being loaded at "Wolfang" station, the harnesses for the 
team lying on the ground (219). 
An open wagon drawn by four horses, that seated ten to twelve people 
regularly travelled the short distance between Copperfield and Clermont 
— twice a day when Copperfield was booming. 
Saddlers, coach builders, blacksmiths and livery stables were long 
established businesses in Clermont. During Gordon Pullar's time, the 
saddlers included E. Raper (who had his shop opposite the Leo Hotel in 
Drummond Street) and W. T. Harris and his daughter. Rose, reputedly 
the only woman saddler in Australia. She won prizes for her work at the 
local show (131) and was a competent horsewoman. 
Town blacksmiths included Christian Niedemeyer who arrived in Cler-
mont in 1866 on foot from Rockhampton, a distance of some 370 
kilometres which he and a companion covered in five days. They set up a 
forge at the back of Norths Store, but after it was flooded in 1870 they 
moved to the corner of Drummond and Capricorn Streets. These 
premises were also flooded and when new ones burnt down, Niedemeyer 
abandoned his trade and built the Grand Hotel in 1897. It too was burnt 
down a year later and rebuilt, but Niedemeyer sold it; he returned to his 
old business of blacksmith and wheelwright, assisted by his nephew, 
Adolph ("Dolph"). A long-time resident of Clermont, Cliff Volker, had 
his first job with Christie Niedemeyer in 1914, earning ten shillings a 
week making sinker bits for bore shafts because it was a dry season and 
everyone was sinking new bores. Christie would hit with a hammer and 
call "Heet!" and Cliff would swing the big hammer and hit on the spot 
Christy had indicated. 
Another blacksmith was Ted Barraclough, who, like other blacksmiths 
in those days, was also a coach builder (278). His shop was damaged in 
the 1916 flood (277) and he bought Niedemeyer's business in the mid 
1930s. 
Horses could be stabled or hired at the livery stables. Leo Damke ran 
stabling accommodation as early as 1865 and A. B. Cosman kept a pad-
dock for this purpose for many years at the eastern end of Drummond 
Street. As the motor car gradually became more popular, the livery 
stables turned to car hiring yards and garages appeared. Nellie Tidbury 
says her brother, Henry George Raper, had the first car in Clermont. By 
1916, he had rented the shop next to his father's saddlery and began the 
first garage: Raper and Lewis, West End Motor Garage.^ 
The bicycle was popular in the bush: there had been a great boom in 
cycling in the 1890s. "A low-priced new bicycle could be bought with the 
equivalent of about four or five weeks' wages and used machines for 
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perhaps two or three weeks' earnings."^ In 1911 Clermont people could 
buy a Red Bird bicycle for £16 10s. or a Ruby Rim for £12 10s.* Rural 
workers such as shearers used them because they were fast and less 
trouble than horses. They were also used for pleasure and informal cycle 
races were popular (145). 
Roads in the early days tended to follow the water courses and in rainy 
weather detours would be found to higher ground. Later, however, new 
roads generally kept to the tops of ridges where there was good drainage 
and minimum construction and maintenance requirements. A disadvan-
tage was that they were very bumpy and rocky. The road from Clermont 
to Rockhampton was so arduous and difficult to follow that the land-
marks along the way were published in each edition of the newspaper. 
Many tales have been told of the crossing of the Gogango Range west of 
Rockhampton which was quite an adventure after rain. The trick of tying 
a tree to the back of the car to help keep it on the road in the slippery 
mud was well known. It was not a trip that was undertaken lightly and 
when people wanted to go to Rockhampton, they usually went by train. 
Conditions improved only slowly after the Main Roads Board was set up 
in 1920. 
The railway came to Clermont in 1884 as a branch line from Emerald 
of the main line linking Rockhampton and Longreach. The main cargo 
was sheep and wool. The service was not very reliable — there were 
frequent complaints of the train running up to three hours late — but it 
did provide thrice weekly contact with Rockhampton. During the 
drought in 1902, the trains carried 500 cubic metres (110,000 gallons) of 
water a week. 
There was agitation in Clermont in 1902 for the line to be extended to 
Blair Athol, the source of coal, ironically, for the railway; the line finally 
went through in 1910. Prior to this, coal had been transported by horse 
teams. The photographs show the railway bridge over Sandy Creek (189, 
190,191) and the Blair Athol railway station and residence (192). George 
Tuck, the Clermont stationmaster at the time of the 1916 flood, is the 
subject of two portrait studies (187,188). 
Communications 
Clermont was extremely isolated geographically and for many years its 
only regular contact with world events was through the Post and 
Telegraph Office and the office of the Peak Downs Telegram. The post 
office was opened in 1866 and mail was received by Cobb and Co. coach 
from Rockhampton twice a week. After 1884, the mail arrived by rail 
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and was delivered to outlying properties by horse-drawn coach (113). 
Some ten years later the coach was superseded by a utility (2). 
Charles Hardie Buzacott established the Peak Downs Telegram and 
Copperfield Miner in 1864 and continued to run it until 1870 when he left 
to join his brother at the Morning Bulletin in Rockhampton. The 
Telegram office was originally in Drummond Street, next to W. Pohl's 
produce store, and later in Lime Street, next door to the post office (111). 
The paper was published variously as a weekly and a bi-weekly until 
1897 after which it was consistently a bi-weekly, at the reduced price of 
threepence. 
The Position of Women 
Women in the bush tended to be less shy of running businesses than 
women in larger towns; for example, there were a number of women 
hoteliers such as Bessie Finn and Mrs A. Comley; and Rose Harris was 
proud to claim to be the only woman saddler in Australia. 
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Working in another's employ, however, was not expected of a married 
woman: her task was to maintain the household. Young women found 
employment in the shops, hospital or schools of the district, or perhaps as 
nannies (134, 135, 136) but only until such time as they married. After 
marriage, women worked hard for voluntary organizations such as the 
Red Cross, and supported church and hospital fetes, bazaars and con-
certs. 
Most women did their own sewing, which included the children's 
clothes, and the drapery shops in Drummond Street supplied their sew-
ing needs. Mrs Nellie Tidbury recalled that her mother sewed for all 
eleven children.^ For special occasions there were dressmakers and from 
very early days there were milliners listed in the post office directory. 
Women's clothing was elaborate and beautifully made; as the 
photographs show, that generation made no concessions to climate or the 
bush conditions. Girls were taught sewing at school, often by the 
schoolmaster's wife, and many hours were spent by the future home-
makers embroidering runners, doilies, tablecloths, napkins and linen. 
Education 
The Clermont State School was formally opened on 21 October 1871 
with thirty-three enrolments. It was located on two hectares of land 
bounded by Lime, Capella and Mimosa Streets (114) until 1920, when a 
new school opened in Capricorn Street on the southern side of the 
railway hne. In addition to the state school, a Roman Catholic school 
operated from 1899. There was also a school nearby at Copperfield (201), 
where Beatrice Lamont taught for some time. 
6 shown by us are characterised by 
J that comfort, distinctiveness and 
faultless manu^cture which have 
always be«n predominant features 
of our Footwear. 
The Leading Styles. 
We have complete stocks of all 
the New Fashions and Shapes in 
Ladies* & Gents' Footwear. 
There is a style for every 
foot, and a price for every 
pocket. 
Satisfaction in Style, 
Fit and Durability | 
guaranteed 
S 0 
GRIFriN & CO. 
'• Tho Storo itthoro Qualify Countt," CLERMONT. 
Water Supply 
The first settlers camped by the Lagoon to be near the water supply and 
the town that grew up also had ready access to it. However Lagoon 
water was not fit for drinking at all times and the townspeople were 
reminded of this by the municipal council; in 1902 an open letter to the 
paper from Dr Simmins urged people who used the water to "put a little 
alum and charcoal in their tanks to carry down the suspended matter and 
then boil".6 
All homes, hotels and business premises had tanks to store the rain-
water from summer storms, but water had to be carefully conserved, 
especially in dry seasons. Some wells were estabUshed: in a report on the 
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Families of five or over, 5/-. 
JA3. J. SINNOTT, 
Act. Secretary. 
town water in 1899, mention was made of wells at the south side of the 
Lagoon near the Town Hall, in Capricorn Street at the rear of the Royal 
Hotel, and "Puddler James's Well" near the Copperfield Road;^ there 
was also a well on the Pullar property in Lime Street and probably others 
on private land. The water shortage was so severe in 1900 that the 
feasibility of reticulating water from the deep shaft at the Wild Cat mine 
was investigated. That year cattle had to be watered at the Lagoon, an 
uncommon practice as Lagoon water was normally reserved for domestic 
purposes (water carriers hawked it around the town). 
Health 
Poor water supply was closely linked with poor health and a dozen cases 
of typhoid were reported in 1900. Dr Richard Simmins reported eleven 
cases in 1902 and one of diptheria, as well influenza of a marked malarial 
type and the usual summer diarrhoea in children. Sanitary arrangements 
were primitive — night soil was dumped only a little way out of town — 
and householders were frequently encouraged to use disinfectants. The 
scene was no better in the cities, and bubonic plague was reported in 
Brisbane and Sydney at this time. 
Clermont was fortunate to have had a hospital since the mid 1860s. 
Although the town contributed financially to the building and upkeep of 
the hospital, there were problems keeping it solvent and in 1902 hospital 
staff faced retrenchment. The townspeople rallied, as ever, with fund-
raising activities, one of which was a concert run by Rose Harris's 
family. 
Clermont people were proud of their hospital, a large, low-set, wooden 
building surrounded by verandahs, and Gordon Pullar took a number of 
photographs of it (202-209). Clermont always had at least one resident 
surgeon and he occupied a pleasant residence nearby (210). The hospital 
was run by a committee under the chairmanship of a prominent citizen, 
for instance, the chairman of the Belyando Shire or the mayor. Pro-
ceedings of the monthly committee meetings were published in the 
paper, and at each meeting a team of three men were appointed to visit 
the patients. 
A children's ward of six beds was added in 1916, for which the commit-
tee had to meet one third of the building costs. Fund-raising social events 
in aid of the hospital were part of the life of the town. 
Leisure 
One of the earliest clubs in Clermont was the Peak Downs Annual Race 
Meeting Club, formed in November 1864. Tenders were called to clear 
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the racecourse and by early December the new track was ready to be 
tried. Two horses, Turpin and Zoe, raced for the finishing line, after 
which the meeting adjourned to the Robin Hood Hotel and the new track 
toasted with champagne. Other popular sporting clubs in Gordon Pullar's 
time included cricket, football, cycling, tennis, golf, roller-skating (in the 
Workers' Hall), rifle shooting, boxing and even water-skiing on the 
Lagoon in later years. 
St Patrick's Day Sports were an annual event in the early days and 
entrants competed for prize money — £40 in all in 1898. Public picnics 
were greatly enjoyed, as well as Sunday School picnics and breaking-up 
day picnics for children. 
In a less energetic way, the Clermont Club afforded the town's 
gentlemen a place to gather and chat. The club began in 1886 in three 
shops rented from the owner of the Peak Downs Telegram. In 1898, a site 
near the Lagoon bridge was purchased. A comfortable, typically 
Queensland-style building was erected by Wilham Southgate (105, 106), 
but it was completely washed away by the 1916 flood. The club was re-
established in Sirius Street, first in a cottage and then in a more spacious 
building completed in 1930. 
Entertainment for all was provided at the Picture Palace where the 
Clermont Bioscope Company showed films on Wednesday and Saturday 
nights. Detailed outlines of the plot were printed in the paper, so 
audiences knew exactly what to expect. After the flood, temporary ac-
commodation for the picture theatre was found in the town hall until the 
new Pavilion Theatre opened nine months later in Sirius Street. A major 
drawcard was "the comfort of seeing pictures in the open air"; as well, 
the theatre boasted a seven by six metre "picture sheet" and four hun-
dred second class seats and one hundred first class (lounge-chair) seats.^ 
In 1920, this was replaced by the Paramount Air-Dome Theatre. 
Music was a highly regarded form of entertainment. The town had had 
its own band from early days, which played on civic occasions. Piano 
lessons were available from the nuns at the convent or from private 
teachers such as Miss Ellie Tin Foo. Musical evenings when two or three 
families brought their instruments and gathered around the piano, were 
one of the charming features of living in an isolated town where enter-
tainment had to be largely of one's own making. 
A great favourite for decades were the fancy-dress balls, known locally 
as "Cinderellas" (151). These catered for children until 10 p.m. after 
which the adults continued dancing into the night. On May Day and other 
occasions maypole dances were performed by the children; part of the 
festivities on May Day included the crowning of a Queen of the May. 
The greatest joy for the children was the visit of the circus. The Big 
Paramount Theatre, 
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e. €. mackintosh, 
UNDERTAKER. 
.Ciftpella Street. CLEltMONT. 
TOMUSTONKS AND 
RAILINGS EKECTliU 
aad all i;lasses of i-pmcicry work at 
LOWIibT CHAivulio. 
Top would set up on the high ground on the north side of Sandy Creek 
where Sole Brothers could delight their audiences with favourites in-
cluding Captain William, the elephant and wild animal trainer; the 
Charlbert brothers, whirlwind acrobatic and tumbling boys; Belle Marie, 
the human aeroplane; Little Edna, the child wonder on the trapeze; and 
the "monster menagerie" of strange and wild animals.^ And all for one 
night only! The next night it was Capella's turn for the treat. 
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123. The lads of the town 
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124. The Griffin family 
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129. "Beau" Griffin 
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^ 7 8 . Sulky built by Ted Barraclough, blacksmith and coach builder 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
214 . In the shearing shed at Langton station 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 1 5 . The woolpress at Langton station 
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219 . Bales of wool being loaded at Wolfang station shearing shed 
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2 2 0 . Fourteen-horse team transporting wool; teamster probably Dick Benny 
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137. Carting water (and cockatoo) from Sandy Creek; probably the J. Bryant family 
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2 0 1 . Copperfield State School 
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194. Blair Athol Coal and Timber Mine Number One 
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195. Paul Risien (director), Mr Jeffries (manager) and Bill Window at Blair Athol mine 
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188. George Tuck, stationmaster 
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113 . The old Clermont post office and residence 
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2 1 1 . Clermont Ambulance Committee 
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2 1 0 . Doctor's residence. Peak Downs Hospital 
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2 0 7 . Peak Downs Hospital 
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309 . Ford truck decorated for procession 
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139. -Nude bathing, Sandy Creek 
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134. Andrew Searle (seated), Wilhemina Bonzi and unknown woman 
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1 5 1 . Master Hoddy and Dorothy Pullar in costumes 
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1 3 1 . Rose Harris displaying her show ribbons 
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145. Bicycle race, Drummond Street 
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142. Goat race 
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2 0 8 . Maypole dancing at Peak Downs Hospital 
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105. Clermont Club, built 1900, washed away 1916 flood 
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147. United Boys Club Orchestra in the Pullar home (about 1922-23) 
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163 . Marriage of Thomas Henry Barnes and Ethel Ricketts on 22 September 1926 
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The A borigines 
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THE ABORIGINES were not shown much sympathy by the white settlers at Clermont in the early years of this century. Memories of attacks on white families were still within living memory. The few 
Aborigines who had survived white retaliation were demoralized and 
physically weakened, being deprived of their nomadic life and food 
sources. In his photographs Gordon Pullar has left a rare and valuable 
record of some of the Aborigines who lived at Clermont probably in the 
first fifteen years of this century. 
Confrontation with Aborigines had arisen when the early settlers 
brought sheep and cattle to land the Aborigines had roamed for cen-
turies. The settlers, who found the spearing of stock by the blacks in-
tolerable, took the law into their hands by killing the offender or any of 
his race. The Aborigines retailiated with attacks on homesteads; the 
Eraser family was attacked at Hornet Bank near Taroom in 1857, and in 
the attack on the Wills family at Cullin-la-Ringo near Emerald in 1861, 
nineteen people were killed. White reaction was "on a scale which 
borders on genocide; at least one tribe was decimated and doomed to ex-
tinction. "^ At least two hundred Aborigines were killed in the aftermath 
of Hornet Bank and maybe three hundred in revenge for the Wills 
murders. 2 
Incidents such as these formed and hardened the white man's attitude 
to the Aborigine who was left without tribal groups and without the land 
which provided spiritual and physical nourishment. Those who survived 
gravitated to the towns and set up camps on the outskirts. 
Curiosity enticed many as did the possibilities for gathering food and tobacco 
by scavenging, begging, casual labour and prostitution. The larger towns 
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were able to supply a considerable amount of food for people who were accus-
tomed to making use of almost everything edible in their environment. The 
outskirts of the pioneer towns became convenient locations for clans to meet 
and hold ceremonies, battles, corroborees and initiations.^  
The Clermont Camp 
At Clermont, the camp was about two kilometres out of the town near 
the junction of Sandy and Wolfang Creeks; it was moved up or down the 
creek whenever a site became unsuitable. It was at the camp that Gordon 
Pullar took most of his photographs of the Aborigines — he must have 
walked there, carrying his camera on his shoulder. Some of the 
photographs show the layout of the camp, the humpies, made mostly of 
blankets, and even the odd tent. 
Some Aborigines found work. The men were employed by the settlers 
— they were very good stockmen — and the women as domestics at 
homesteads and in some homes and hotels in the town. Not all could 
adapt to the new ways. Some fossicked for gold on the outskirts of the 
town and others found solace in alcohol and opium. 
Official attitudes in the colony towards Aborigines were mixed: on the 
one hand they were employed as native police, which frequently meant 
they hunted and killed their own people; and on the other hand, the 
Aboriginals' Protection and Restriction of the Sale of Opium Acts, 1897 to 
1934 sought to deal with their problems in a paternalistic and 
authoritarian manner. In 1866, the Peak Downs Telegram ran an editorial 
that advocated "placing all our black neighbours on some island near the 
coast. . . . We should be able to occupy the country in safety and peace; 
and a dark stigma on our boasted civilization would be removed."* The 
annual blanket handout on the Queen's Birthday was duly reported: in 
1898, seventy blankets were given out; in 1902, fifty-five and a half to "a 
number of blacks accompanied by King Joe of Peak Downs''.^ A year 
later the paper commented: "We believe a somewhat bulky wood heap in 
the vicinity of the barracks will cause these lazy beggars to forego their 
rations, simply because they might be requested to attack the said wood 
heap prior to receiving the rations."® 
Their camp on the outskirts of the town was not mentioned in the 
newspaper. It was tolerated as long as there was no trouble because the 
Aborigines were a source of cheap labour. Should anjrthing upset this 
balance, an outbreak of sickness or misbehaviour, the camp was labelled 
an "eyesore" which spoilt the image of the town; and guilt feelings sur-
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faced among the whites because they could not help the Aborigines in 
any constructive way and because the Aboriginal women were exploited 
sexually. 
The Aborigines related to the commercial area in much the same way 
as the whites did, visiting it for provisions. After all, they were not the 
only fringe group living in the area. The miners had camps scattered 
throughout the bush and the Chinese had their market gardens on the 
edge of the town. However, lack of education in Western nutrition put 
the Aborigines at a disadvantage and their diets were often lacking in 
protein and vitamins. Alcohol and opium were easy ways to solve 
boredom and discontent and because of these the problems compounded 
quickly. 
They were also disadvantaged because they did not understand or 
trust white man's medicine and shunned hospital treatment, albeit that 
European medicine was fairly limited in scope in those days anyway; 
cases of leprosy, for instance, were untreatable: sufferers were simply 
sent to Peel Island. 
The Photographs 
Gordon Pullar's photographs raise some tantalizing questions. Why his 
fascination with this group when there is no evidence that he photo-
graphed the Chinese population? His attitude seems to vary between por-
traying them as the "noble savages" brandishing their weapons, on the 
one hand, and as respected fellow members of mankind, on the other. 
The Aborigines seemed to enjoy being photographed and were probably 
intrigued to watch Gordon Pullar stooped under a black cloth clicking a 
shutter. Did he show them the results? 
One striking feature is the clothing of the people in the photographs. In 
many instances the men are wearing suits — ill-fitting, buttoned too 
tightly, trousers hitched over belts — hats, and sometimes shoes. The 
women dress rather stylishly in cast off dresses pulled in to fit with 
numerous safety-pins, and large hats; usually they wear no shoes. 
Notice, too, that some of the men smoke pipes and the women wear rings 
and bracelets. No doubt there was pressure brought to bear on them to 
wear clothes if they visited the town; photograph 228 was probably taken 
just before or just after a trip to town. Around the camp, clothing was 
probably not of such importance and there are many photographs of 
bare-breasted women. 
Because of his shop in the town, Gordon Pullar would probably have 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
been known to those he photographed: some of them may have been his 
customers. 
The photographs are carefully composed and balanced either as 
groups or individual portraits. Occasionally deliberate attitudes are 
struck, for instance, the two series of mock fights — 224, 225, 226 and 
227,228 — and some of the photographs of women, especially 239. 
The local paper does not mention what happened to the Aborigines 
during the 1916 flood. The following account, as told by the old 
Aboriginal people in Rockhampton, gives the Aboriginal point of view. 
Old Aboriginal people have said that the 1916 Clermont flood was sung by an 
old Aborigine (Hoppy Jonny). 
Hoppy Jonny, with a group of Aboriginal men, women and children, were 
walked with chains around their necks from Barthersten near St Lawrence to 
Clermont. 
At Clermont, the men were chained to the gum trees at the Clermont 
Lagoon. The trees still stand there today. The women and children were free 
to walk around. 
Because of the harsh treatment by the European people to the Aborigines, 
old Hoppy Jonny decided to get even, and so he sung three storms, one each 
day, each one more severe and frightening and each storm brought more rain. 
During those days, Hoppy Jonny told the people that they would have to 
move to higher ground because there was going to be a big flood but the 
European people just laughed at him. 
At break of day, the rain from the storms that Hoppy Jonny had sung 
brought the water down Sandy Creek breaking its banks, water flowing 
everywhere, flowing into shops taking shop counters, furniture, verandahs, 
sometimes the whole building — all going down in the swirling waters. 
In a high block hotel a horse was washed upstairs in one of the rooms. Two 
girls sitting on top of the roof of one hotel were drowned when the roof col-
lapsed. One girl, when she fell off the roof, hit her head on timber and another 
got caught up in the swirling waters. With sheets tied and thrown to the girls, 
it was of no use. 
Rain water tanks burst and twisted, burst bags of corn and wheat were 
everywhere and later when the water ceased and the sun shone for a few 
days, corn and wheat were growing everywhere looking like big farms. 
The Aboriginal people at Clermont knew the powers that Hoppy Jonny 
had, so they had moved to higher ground before the food.'' 
The Aboriginal camp at Clermont remained until the early 1950s, by 
which time the old people had died and the young moved on for work. 
There is evidence that fifteen Aborigines were sent to Barambah reserve 
near Murgon in 1915 during a general round-up of Aborigines in central 
Queensland.^ A resident still living in the town can remember two 
Aboriginal women begging him to help them hide; it was a blanket hand-
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out in the 1910s and the Aborigines were being rounded up for enforced 
removal to a government reserve.^ 
Notes 
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6. Ibid., 14 January 1903. 
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was compiled by Nola James, Rockhampton with help from Ted Mitchell. 
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9. Interview with Cliff Volker, September 1985. 
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2 5 6 . Boot Doolan, Daisy Freeman 
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230 . Callie Calligaah, Mick Habbler, Nell Turkey (Alex Turkey at rear) 
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234 . Group dressed for town 
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232 . Card playing, a favourite pastime 
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2 2 6 . Staging a fight with nullah-nullah and shield 
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2 2 7 . A mock fight at Sandy Creek camp (different from that in photograph 226) 
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2 2 8 . Similar group to photograph 227 
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2 3 3 . Tippo Powder (with pipe), Billy Hill (squatting) 
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2 5 5 . Annie Tears 
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252 . Annie Tears (on right) 
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2 4 8 . Unidentified subject 
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235, Unidentified subject 
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2 3 6 . Tom Emerson and his wife 
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2 3 7 . Unidentified subjects 
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2 5 7 . Probably Aggie Emerson 
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2 5 8 . Aggie Emerson 
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2 5 9 . Duke Barker, Mrs Barker and their children 
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Shifting a Town: The 
Flood and After 
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FOR MANY of the older residents of Clermont, the history of their town is the story of the 1916 flood. As it is seventy years since that event, few today have first-hand knowledge of it; however, there 
are many who have heard the story so many times from parents and 
others who actually saw it that it has become a vivid part of their own 
lives and holds for them an almost mythical significance. 
In December 1916, at the time of the flood, the population of the town 
was approximately 1500; of these, 63 drowned, the equivalent of 20,000 
in terms of the 1974 Brisbane flood. 
It was well known in Clermont that if it rained hard enough, the flat 
area of the town would be covered with water. Flooding was not uncom-
mon. Sandy and Wolfang Creeks drain a large area and they meet just to 
the northwest of the town. In 1870, fifteen people had drowned and the 
water was waist deep in Niedemeyer's shop behind North's store. The 
mayor at the time, C. H. Buzacott, evidently suggested that the town be 
moved but a public meeting was almost unanimously against the pro-
posal. In 1882, a flood of similar height occurred. 
Less severe flooding occurred in February 1898, with "the flat be-
tween the town and the hospital almost a sheet of water". "The main 
Street was not quite covered but the gutters were flowing dangerous 
until noon" and more than one hotel dining room was flooded for a time. 
Some of the shafts at the diggings caved in. In twenty-four hours, Cler-
mont had 106 millimetres (4.18 inches) of rain.i 
In early December 1916 flood waters covered the top rails of the new 
Sandy Creek bridge. Complacently the paper commented: "It is seldom 
that the water rises so rapidly as it did on this occasion."^ During the 
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next week, as a result of a storm, the water was again 45 centimetres 
over the bridge. Complacency was to be shattered three weeks later. 
The Great Flood, 28 December 1916 
In the early hours of Wednesday, 27 December, a cyclone crossed the 
coast between Bowen and Mackay and rain poured dovm in the catch-
ments of first Wolfang and then Sandy Creeks. It rained almost all that 
day in Clermont, getting steadily heavier at night. Gordon Pullar junior 
described the scene in his home the following morning. 
We could hear it on the roof like mad and when we got up in the morning it 
was still raining. My father rose early as he was always an early riser and he 
went out into the garden where we had a rain gauge. This gauge was an open 
kerosene can and you measured the rainfall by just placing a ruler upright in 
it but this time he didn't have to do this because it was overflowing, which 
meant we had had at least thirteen inches of rain. Anyway, he came in and he 
said, "I think we're going to have a flood." Like other businessmen, he went 
to Drummond Street to inspect his premises. When he left home, the water 
was ankle deep in the garden; after he had walked thirty or forty yards, it had 
risen to his knees, then his waist and then he had to swim. He made it to the 
shop and after stacking boxes of shoes in the ceiling thought he should leave, 
only to discover the water was over the top of the door. He got back into the 
ceiling and crawled along until he reached the front of the shop which was ad-
joining the Queen's Hotel. He kicked on the roof-iron and some people on the 
balcony of the hotel heard him and lifted the iron so he was able to get out.^  
With the water rising so quickly, the houses along Sandy Creek were 
submerged and most were swept away. All members of Simon Carroll's 
family drowned and his brother-in-law, Harry Carsten, lost his wife, 
fourteen-month-old baby, mother and two sisters. Harry Carsten himself 
was swept into a tree in the showgrounds where he remained with 
another man until 3.30 a.m. the next day before being found and taken to 
hospital. A number of aged pensioners who lived on the northern side of 
Sandy Creek were saved by Tom Watters who swam with them to high 
ground. 
The police did what they could to warn people from early in the morn-
ing but from about 6 a.m. the water rose so quickly and the current was 
so strong that within a short time buildings and homes became isolated: 
there was no more anyone could do if people were stranded in ceilings or 
on roofs. One estimate put the water rising at 1.5 metres in twenty 
minues and the current running at thirty to fifty kilometres per hour. 
About 4 metres of water covered the main street which was said at the 
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time to be about 3 metres higher than any previous flood level in 
memory. 
As the water rose, people lent assistance where they could. Mr W. T. 
Harris and his daughter. Rose, made a rope out of halters which they 
threw to people struggling in the water; they pulled five men to safety. 
The two daughters of Mrs Tin Foo, Lydia and Ellie, were dragged to 
safety on the Leo Hotel balcony by a rope of sheets. 
Mr Ted Raper's saddlery was opposite the Leo Hotel. His daughter, 
Nellie, who was sixteen at the time, later recalled: 
When the man at the Leo Hotel saw me standing in the doorway of Dad's 
shop, Jack McKean and Jack Kerrigan waded across and carried me to the 
hotel. . . . The water rose too quickly and the current was so strong they had 
to go up to Olssen's factory and let the current carry them down; several 
times they were nearly washed away. The water rose so quickly they were 
unable to go back for Mother and Dad. When the factory and Salvation Army 
Barracks crashed into our trees, Charlie McBow said, "I can't let old Ted and 
his wife go," and he and the people at the hotel took me to a room on the back 
balcony. Later Dad knocked a board out of the front to show us they were 
safe. They both knew there was a snake in the ceiling but neither would tell 
the other. They were there in the ceiling from 8 a.m. until 4 a.m. next day 
when my brother-in-law and others crossed the culvert with the aid of ropes 
and came for us. I couldn't say how many went to my sister's tiny home next 
to the Convent but she found a cup of tea for all.'* 
The Peak Downs Telegram related terrifying stories of men and women 
who were swept into the water yet managed to survive. Among these 
was the town clerk, Mr J. G. Druery who, though he himself survived, 
lost his wife and two sons, Arthur, thirteen, and Lance, seven. As his 
residence in Wolfang Street had been above the level of the 1883 flood, 
neighbours had come there for safety. Within twenty minutes of their 
arrival, all had to take refuge on the roof, from where they watched 
the Carroll and Carsten houses nearby being washed away. Shortly 
before 8 a.m. the Druery's house began to move and it broke up five hun-
dred metres further on in the showgrounds. All thirteen on the roof were 
thrown into the water; five drowned and the others managed to reach 
trees. Mr Druery used some wood as a raft for his son, Arthur, and 
himself, but after five hundred metres it struck a tree; when Mr Druery 
struggled to the surface, Arthur had disappeared. Mr Druery was swept 
another two hundred metres downstream and struggled into another tree 
where he remained all night. About an hour after daylight, he swung off 
into shallow water and managed to cross Sandy Creek near the 
cemetery. His son's body was found in a tree about a hundred metres 
further downstream. 
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Mrs Crawford was interviewed in hospital on 5 February 1917. She 
and her husband, the former member for Fitzroy, were about to abandon 
their home and set sail on the dining room table when the house collap-
sed around them. They managed to get clear and were clinging to part of 
the house when it gave a lurch and they had to swim away. Some time 
later Mr Crawford gave his wife a tremendous push and called out, 
"Mind!" She never saw him again — evidently he had seen some danger 
ahead and had saved her from it. She tried to hold on to trees but the 
force of the water snapped the branches off in her hands. She managed 
to clamber on to some wreckage in a tree and could see Mr Druery in 
another tree some distance away. As the wreckage she was standing on 
gradually sank into the water she was forced to let go. Some five 
kilometres downstream she was able to move into calm water in one of 
Mr Chalk's paddocks and lay on a plank in the rain all night in great pain 
from a hand injury. Fortunately, the water receded during the night. 
Next morning a man on horseback saw her from the far side of the creek 
and went back for help. Meanwhile, Mrs Chalk and her daughters came 
and sat on the opposite bank to keep her company even though they 
could not converse because of the roar of the water. Well on in the day, 
the rescue party crossed the creek with great difficulty and Mrs 
Crawford was taken to hospital. Her ordeal had lasted from 7 a.m. on 
Thursday until 6 p.m. on Friday. 
The Pullar Family 
After Gordon Pullar went down to the shop, Violet (Bowes) remembers 
that her mother and elder brother Victor, then 13, helped Gordon, 
Herbert and herself on to the roof. They climbed up on the fernery and 
then on to the verandah and passageway roof. Aged only six, Violet was 
too young to be aware of the details but says her mother would have had 
enough forethought to take up a good supply of food for them all. They 
also took up a mattress and a small collapsible table which sheltered 
them from the rain. 
Violet remembers how frightening it was. The water reached the gut-
ters around the edge of the roof somewhere around midday after which 
the water began to recede. Fortunately, the house remained secure. 
Towards dusk, a small boat that had been brought in along the railway 
line from Blair Athol came towards them and they were able to climb 
aboard. By that stage the water was down to floor level. They were taken 
up to the hospital rail crossing and spent the night at the hospital. Gordon 
Pullar had known that his family were safe because he had been able to 
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walk the length of the Drummond Street block along rooftops to see the 
home and figures on the roof. 
The Flood Waters Fall 
After the flood waters receded, the vastness of the destruction was 
revealed. It is vividly described in the following letter, probably written 
by James Flowers to his wife who was away at the time. 
. . . in the main street, the place looked like a town after a bombardment. 
Petersens [Grand], Hannans [Queen's] and the Commercial and Leo Hotels 
stood though they were wrecked almost beyond belief. All the shops in bet-
ween were ruined but the walls still stand. On the other side practically 
everything has gone until you get to Mackintosh's where the bottom story 
was wrecked. . . . All the brick buildings from North's down were wrecked 
but are still standing. Polls, Griffins and The Bank are hopelessly wrecked. 
The Bank is piled all over with rubbish and we cannot get the safe open and 
do not know when we will be able to resume business. MuUins is hopelessly 
wrecked. From the Commercial Hotel to the bridge the destruction is com-
plete. The Tea Room is clean gone and Heards too, not a stick left of either. 
Bianchi's Hotel [Federal] is right across the street almost blocking it up. 
MoUers and Behrs are gone. The motor garage is wrecked, the School of Arts 
and Club are completely gone, not a sign of either left and the Bridge is wash-
ed away. The whole place is ruined.^  
Rescue and Relief 
Centres were set up at the churches, school and hospital to care for those 
in need, as many had only what they stood in. Hundreds of others found 
comfort with friends and relatives. 
When the news of the flood havoc in Clermont reached Blair Athol, 
initial disbelief quickly gave way to practical assistance. In four hours a 
team of seven men, including Captain Limpus of the Salvation Army, 
had built a boat and it was on a rail trolley by 6 p.m. on the Thursday 
evening. Two hours later, a team of fourteen men arrived with the boat 
in Clermont. On the way they had cleared the track of a considerable 
amount of debris, not to mention a large snake. The boat was launched 
from the hospital crossing and the crew rescued many stranded in trees 
and on roof trops. Presumably this was the boat that rescued the Pullar 
family. 
The poUce magistrate, O. E. Power, took charge of whatever 
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foodstuffs remained and temporarily prohibited the sale of liquor. All 
stores, including any damaged stock found, were to be removed to the 
railway goods shed. Mr Power arranged for the issue of food tickets; 
scant rations were arranged, which included a bread restriction of four 
ounces a day for each adult.^ By the Saturday morning, the scheme of 
food collection and distribution was in working order, with the 
storekeepers loyally abiding by the emergency arrangements. 
On the Monday, telegraph communication was made with Rockhamp-
ton and Australia learned of Clermont's plight. Messages of sympathy 
and offers of assistance began to pour in. However, as the railway line 
had been considerably damaged and might take as long as six weeks to 
be repaired, they knew they would have to rely largely on their own 
resources. 
The local estimate put the damage to the town at £100,000. 
The Clean-up Begins 
As well as caring for the survivors, emergency disposal of the dead had 
to be arranged. Bodies were found and identified and placed in rough cof-
fins that were carted off to the cemetery in drays or spring carts. There a 
large trench was dug and thirty-six bodies were buried on the Friday 
after the flood, four in private graves and the others in a common grave. 
Clergy of different denominations officiated. Because of the muddy, sod-
den ground, some bodies could not be brought back and sixteen were 
buried by the police where they were found. At least two people, in-
cluding Mr Carl Moller, were lost without trace. 
The cemetery itself was badly damaged and the caretaker's cottage 
was washed away; the sexton, Mr William Pohl, was among those who 
drowned. Many graves were washed out and a volunteer party was kept 
busy for a day and a half restoring them in the interest of public health. 
The task of cleaning up was not pleasant and progress, of necessity, 
was slow. The desolation and confusion was described in the local paper. 
The new bridge over the Lagoon went before the flood reached its maximum. 
. . . Looking from the bridge downstream is one long vista of debris, timber, 
sheets of battered iron, cases, boxes and household goods and chatels [sic] 
battered beyond all recognition. And in this connection it has to be 
remembered that a gang of men has been cleaning up for three weeks now. 
They have done yeoman service, for the stench at times was almost 
unbearable. Fifty dead goats were removed from the debris in Drummond 
Street alone. The Club billiard table, or the frame, is hanging up in a tree 
about a mile down the flat. A couple of pianos are also in the trees down 
there, and a third on a fence.'^  
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The flood had swept away all the water tanks except one in the main 
street so there was no ready supply of water for cleaning the mud out of 
houses and shops. An elaborate scheme was devised as a successful 
interim measure. 
. . . our Blair Athol friends . . . contrived to span the lagoon with piping and 
connect the railway steam pump with the fire-brigade main which runs 
through the centre of Drummond Street. This ensured a good force of water. 
. . . With this water supply and a gang of men averaging about 15 with 12 
drays, the work of cleaning proceeded very rapidly and systematically.^ 
Because of the town's isolation, salvaging whatever was possible was 
very important. This was a gigantic task. Building material was stacked 
in Lime Street and a huge number of sheets of galvanized iron were 
taken to a vacant allotment between Mimosa and Douglas Streets, where 
Mr T. J. Heard straightened them out with his roUing machine. 
Rebuilding the Town 
The question that must have been on everyone's mind was the future of 
the town. The minister for Public Instruction and member for the 
district, Mr H. F. Hardacre, had arrived on the evening of 4 January by 
rail-trolley after a rough, wet trip. He inspected the town and conferred 
with residents. On the next evening he attended a public meeting in the 
shire office. After sympathy was extended to all bereaved and homeless 
Mr Hardacre encouraged the people to "endeavour to build a better Cler-
mont". A citizens' committee was elected to deal with requests for reHef 
and others were to deal with salvage, cleaning and finance. 
On the suggestion of Mr Cavill, a vote of businessmen was taken about 
whether to remove the business centre away from the flooded area. The 
vote was strongly in favour of shifting on to the ridge. Mr Hardacre 
returned to Brisbane to put recommendations before cabinet. It was just 
as well that action was being taken promptly to ensure equitable dealings 
because already land was being auctioned, presumably in anticipation of 
the transferral of the business area to higher ground.^ 
The Clermont people were instrumental in deciding their future. Out 
of their determination and courage came the Clermont Flood Relief Act of 
1917, dated 2 February 1917, and the amendment of March 1917. Crown 
land west of the railway line was opened up for residential use for those 
who lost their homes in the flood, and town land abutting on or near 
Capella and Herschel Streets for those who, either as owners in fee-
simple or lessees, had lost their place of business. Leases were not to be 
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applied for at auction, but either allocated by the minister or commis-
sioner appointed for the purpose, or ballotted for in the same manner as 
perpetual lease selections. One person could not hold more than one acre 
in all. The lease of an allotment would not be issued until the applicant 
had erected on the land a building or buildings sufficient for carrying out 
a business or, in the case of residential blocks, a home. Failure to do so 
within a year of issue of the licence to occupy the land would result in 
cancellation of the licence. 
It was not all plain sailing by any means: objections were heard by 
Land Commissioner Arnold, amendments made to the original schedule 
of land resumptions, and battles waged in parUament as to whether the 
land should be freehold or leasehold. However, the groundwork for the 
scheme had been laid and the possibility of having a safe town on higher 
ground was within reach. 
Shifting the Buildings 
Many of the large buildings that had been caught in the flood were not 
very old and were still in good repair; for instance, four of the hotels, 
large two-storey constructions, had been built in 1899 or 1900. Three of 
these were moved to Capella Street, a distance of about one kilometre 
(the fourth, the Federal, had been too badly damaged by water rushing 
through it). 
Each building was raised on jacks and timber rails laid underneath it 
and for about one hundred metres ahead. A steam traction engine then 
winched the building slowly along the track. When it came to the end of 
the track, the rails were collected and laid down in front for another hun-
dred metres. 
Two traction engines were used, one owned by the Derrett brothers 
and one that Mr W. H. McKean had purchased from the Gogango Divi-
sional Board in 1899 to draw coal from the mines to the railway station at 
Clermont. The Peak Downs Telegram reported the purchase at that time. 
She is capable of drawing 36 tons. . . . At present, Mr McKean has a contract 
to supply 9,000 tons of coal from the Eldorado. The engine has a high 
pressure steam boiler, capable of working up to 150 lbs. She was indented to 
the order of the Gogango Division Board from Aveling and Porter, Leeds, 
about nine years ago at a cost of £925, but has actually only been working for 
about three years. Her maximum speed is 6 miles, and loaded 3 miles an 
hour. 10 
Considering the size of the task of moving a hotel, the procedure did 
not take long. The contract to move the Grand Hotel was signed in June 
1917, the steam engine began its work on 16 August and by 15 
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September the Grand was opposite its new site on the corner of Capella 
and Daintree Streets. While the hotel was "on the road", the boarders 
had their meals served in the dining room as usual and slept in their 
rooms each night. 
The other hotels were also moved in this way, although the Commer-
cial, being so large and built on an "L" shape plan, was sawn in half and 
moved in two sections. 
Other buildings moved by traction engine included several houses and 
Griffin's store. Griffin's was the first large removal; it occurred in April 
1917 and the following article appeared in the local paper. 
Griffin and Co. are arranging removal to their new business site in Capella 
Street. The store is to be removed and preparations have been going on for 
some days. This building is expected to leave the blocks on Monday, 23rd 
inst. and ordinary business will be suspended from that day until the follow-
ing Thursday. The drapery trade will meantime be conducted in the small 
store lately occupied by Mrs J. Smith in Capella Street.^ ^ 
Building work was under way as well at the new site, in particular 
some smaller shops which opened for business as they were completed. 
There was a new reinforced concrete bakehouse and Moller's butcher 
shop opened in September, the business now run by Mrs Moller whose 
husband was a victim of the flood. 
From ruins, a new and completely changed town was created. The 
transformation was well documented by Gordon Pullar from the earliest 
shop buildings in a near-deserted street to the remodelled townscape of 
the new Clermont. For the townspeople, the flood passed into history, 
not forgotten — the losses were too great — but retold to children and 
strangers with gentle pride. 
CAVIL L'S 
A R C A D E 
18 NOW IN 
FULL SWING. 
Business as Usual 
- IN— 
Daintrde Streel;. 
Notes 
1. Peak Downs Telegram, 8 February 1898. 
2. Peak Downs Telegram, 2 December 1916. 
3. Project paper for Clermont State School, The Great Flood of Clermont: Interview with Mr 
G. C. Pullar by Lydia van Uegchel, 15 October 1977. 
4. Letter to Richard Stringer from Mrs Nellie Tidbury, dated 6 May 1976. 
5. The letter is dated 31 December 1916 and was probably written by James Flowers who lived 
in Douglas Street between Francis and Tropic Streets. 
6. Peak Downs Telegram, ?6 January 1917 (paper is damaged and date not clear). From Saturday 
30 December to 15 January, food tickets were issued. The numbers of these rose from 557 on 
30 December, to 1,241 the next day, to 2,163 on 10 January; they fell to 1,512 on 12 January 
and to 27 on 15 January. 
7. Peak Downs Telegram, not possible to read date on paper ?20 January 1917. 
8. Ibid. 
9. Peak Downs Telegram, 13 January 1917. 
10. Peak Downs Telegram, 29 September 1899. 
11. Peak Downs Telegram, 14 April 1917. 
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260. The Lagoon 
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262 . G. C. Pullar's shop bought just prior to flood 
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264 . Drummond Street looking east; the Lagoon was behind these buildings 
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2 6 3 . North's store and series of smaller shops 
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2 6 5 . Town Hall on south bank of Lagoon 
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266 . After the flood, the bridge was gone 
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2 7 0 . The Federal Hotel swept halfway across the street 
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274 . Looking south along Capella Street 
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2 8 0 . Griffin and Co.'s general store being winched by traction engine to higher ground 
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296 . Portion of the Commercial Hotel being winched to new location 
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286 . Leo Hotel crossing the culvert, Catholic church on hill 
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294 . Leo Hotel after turning into Capella Street 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 8 3 . Grand Hotel on the move 
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2 9 7 . Commercial Hotel en route to new site 
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2 9 9 . Moller's new butcher shop, Capella Street 
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2 8 5 . Grand Hotel sliding into new position, Capella Street 
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300 . The new Clermont 
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Catalogue of the Complete 
Collection 
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Order of the Photographs 
The photographs in the catalogue are grouped to correspond with the 
four thematic sections in the main part of the book. Within "The Pullar 
Family" section the numbering is with a few exceptions chronological, 
based on the approximate ages of the children. The photographs of 
Yeppoon, where the family spent their holidays, are placed at the back of 
this section. In "Life in the Town", the photographs of similar topics are 
grouped together. It was not possible to date the portraits in "The 
Aborigines", and in "The Flood and After" the photographs are 
numbered chronologically as far as can be judged. 
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The Pullar Family 
1, Gordon Cumming Pullar (1864-
1934) at his Lime Street home 
2 . Gordon Pullar's shop in Capella Street on the 
corner of Douglas Street. Left to right: Jack Barron, 
Keith Kingsbury (driving), John (Jack) Kingsbury, 
Phyllis Benny, Ted Raper, Gordon Pullar junior, Ruth 
Bolton, Lilla Lamont. This shop was burnt down in 
October 1933. 
3 . Gordon Pullar at the Lime Street 
home 
4. Clara Matilda Pullar, taken outside 
the fernery at the Lime Street home 
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5. The Pullar home. Lime Street (about 1913); the 
kitchen, on the left, was connected to the rest of the 
house by the fernery. 
6. The Pullar home, Lime Street, with children 
Gordon, Victor and Violet (about 1913) 
7. Edith Lamont, Gordon Pullar's mother-in-law, 
and daughters Gertie, Clara, Beatie, Lilla and Edith, 
and grandsons Victor and Gordon (taken about 1909 at 
Lamont home, Mimosa Street) 8. Gordon Pullar and sons Victor (left) and Gordon (about 1908) 
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9. Clara Pullar with Gordon and Victor (about 1908); 
many hours must have been spent sewing the ela-
borate eyelet detail on the children's collars. 
10. Clara Pullar with Gordon, Violet and Victor 
(about 1910) 
1 1 . Clara Pullar with Victor, Violet 
and Gordon (about 1910) 12. Violet Pullar (about 1911) 
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13 . Edith Lamont, Clara Pullar and 
unidentified Pullar child 
14. Clara Pullar with Herbert (about 
19ia) 
15. Herbert Pullar (about 1913) 
16. Family outing: Clara Pullar and Edith Lamont 
with Gordon, baby Herbert and Violet (about 1913) 
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17. Edith Lamont and Clara Pullar with Violet, 
Gordon and Herbert (about 1913) 
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18. Gordon, Violet and Victor (about 
1913) 
19. Gordon, Victor and Violet (about 
1913) 
2 0 . Gordon, Violet and Herbert (about 
1914) 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
I^ l^ ^^ ^^ l 
^^^^^K^H^^^IB^ - -~^^^^B |^ 
2 1 . Lilla Lamont with nephew Herbert 
Pullar (taken at Pullar home. Lime 
Street, about 1914) 
22 . Victor, Gordon, and Violet stan-
ding on chair (about 1914) 
2 3 . Violet Pullar (about 1914) 2 4 . Violet Pullar (about 1914) 
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2 5 . Violet Pullar (about 1914) 2 6 . Victor, Violet, Gordon, and 
Herbert on swing (about 1915) 
2 7 . Clara Pullar, Violet and Herbert 
{about 1915) 
2 8 . Gertrude Lamont, Violet Pullar 
and Edith Lamont, bridesmaids and 
flowergirl at Beatrice's marriage in 1915 
to Evelyn Charman (taken at Lime Street 
home) 
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2 9 . Edith Lamont, Violet Pullar and Gertrude 
Lamont, bridesmaids and flowergirl at Beatrice 
Lamont's wedding, 1915 
3 1 . Wedding cake, probably decora-
ted by Clara Pullar 
30 . Gertie Lamont's wedding cake, 
decorated by Clara Pullar (about 
1917-18) 
32 . Lilla Lamont at Lamont home. Mimosa Street; 
she worked in Gordon Pullar's shop. 
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3 3 . Gertie Lamont in fernery at the 
Pullars' Lime Street home (seems to 
have been taken at same tirne as 
photograph 1) 
3 4 . Gertie Lamont, the youngest of 
the Lamont family and only about eight 
years older than nephew Victor Pullar 
3 5 . Edith Lamont and her mother, 
Edith, at the Lamont home. Mimosa 
Street; Edith junior taught at the 
Clermont State School. 
36 . Gordon Cumming Pullar with 
Victor (about 1917) 
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3 7 . Gordon (seated), Herbert and 
Violet at Lime Street home (about 1917) 
3 8 . Clara Pullar with Victor, in 
Brisbane Grammar School iiniform, and 
Herbert (about 1917) 
39 . Clara Pullar with Violet, Victor, 
Herbert and Gordon (about 1918) 
4 0 . Victor and Clara Pullaf (about 
1918) 
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4 1 . Gordon and Clara Pullar with 
children (from left) Violet, Gordon and 
Herbert (taken at Lime Street home 
about 1918) 
4 2 . "Dorothy at nearly twelve 
months" — postcard sent by Gordon 
Pullar to Beatie on 19 June 1921 
4 3 . The Pullar home in Douglas Street (they moved 
there in about 1921), showing detached kitchen and 
dining room at left 
44 . Clara Pullar, Gordon and Dorothy in the fernery 
at the Douglas Street home (about 1925) 
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4 5 . The fernery at Douglas Street; Clara Pullar won 
prizes for her ferns at the local show and in church 
bazaars. 
4 6 . Vegetables, possibly tomatoes 
4 7 . Dorothy and Gordon in Mary-
borough Grammar School uniform 
(about 1923) 
4 8 . Gordon Pullar junior 
fernery (about 1923) 
outside 
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4 9 . Edith Lamont (seated) with daughters (from left) 
Clara Pullar, Lilla, Edith, and grandchildren (from left) 
Herbert, Victor, Dorothy, Gordon and Violet (about 
1923) 
5 0 . Dorothy Pullar (about 1923) 
5 1 . Edith Lamont (seated) with Lilla 
(standing), Dorothy and Clara Pullar 
(about 1926) 
52 . Lilla Lamont and Edith Lamont 
(about 1926 taken on same occasion as 
photograph 51); Mrs Lamont's husband, 
James, and her daughter, Gertrude, died 
at about this time and a year later she 
moved to Toowoomba to live with her 
daughters, Edith and Lilla. 
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5 3 , Violet Pullar (about 1925-26) 54 . Victor Pullar 
5 5 . Gordon Pullar junior 
56 . Dorothy Pullar in dining room of 
Douglas Street home 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
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57 . Violet Pullar, dress made by Clara 
Pullar 
5 8 . Violet Pullar 
5 9 . Violet Pullar 60 . Herbert Pullar and his wife, Beryl (nee Cox) 
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6 1 . Standing, left to right: Dorothy, Gordon junior, 
Victor, Herbert, Beryl Pullar (nee Cox); seated: Clara 
Pullar, Dorothy (Victor's wife) and her son Victor. 
62 . Clara Pullar 
6 3 . Clara Pullar at Douglas Street 
home 
64 . Possibly Maggie Inglis Cumming, 
Gordon Pullar's mother (copy of carte-
de-visite) 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
6 5 . Main Street, Yeppoon, where Clara Pullar and 
the children holidayed for three months each year 
6 6 . Yeppoon at the time the Pullars spent their 
holidays there 
6 7 ' Yeppoon from hill behind state school 6 8 i Yeppoon from the Bluff 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
69 . Yeppoon 70, Club Hotel, Yeppoon, and the state school which 
the Pullar children attended for two months of their 
stay 
7 1 . Club Hotel and state school, Yeppoon 72 . St Ursula's Convent, Yeppoon 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
7 3 . Yeppoon (double exposure) 74 . Beach and Strand Hotel, Yeppoon 
7 5 . Beachfront, Yeppoon; bathing boxes were later 
wrecked by a cyclone. 7 6 . Main Beach, Yeppoon 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
77 . Main Beach and the Bluff, Yeppoon 78 . Possibly Lammermoor Beach, Yeppoon 
7 9 . The Bluff, Yeppoon 80 . The Bluff, Yeppoon 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
8 1 . The Bluff, Yeppoon 82 . Looking back towards Yeppoon from the Bluff 
8 3 . Looking north from Yeppoon 8 4 . Sailing into Ross Creek, Yeppoon 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
8 5 . Quiet mooring in Ross Creek, Yeppoon 86 . Low tide at Ross Creek, Yeppoon 
Life in the Town 
87 . View of Clermont looking west from Quarry Hill 
(probably pre-flood) 8 8 . Clermont from Quarry Hill 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
8 9 . Eastern end of Drummond Street 90 . Looking west towards Lagoon Bridge with Club 
in distance (almost identical view to photograph 170, 
taken after the flood) 
9 1 . Looking east along Drummond Street from 
Tropic Street corner 92 . Drummond Street, looking east 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
9 3 . Drummond Street, looking east, showing early 
Pullar shop which he occupied from 1911-1916 
94 , Drummond Street, looking east 
9 5 . Intersection of Capricorn and Drummond 
Streets, the Central Tea Rooms looking very new 
96 . A gathering of townspeople on the comer of 
Capricorn and Drummond Streets (note the shops 
behind: Central Tea Rooms not there yet and no sign 
of W. T. Harris, saddler, next door) 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
9 7 . Looking west from Capricorn and Drummond 
Streets; at the time of the flood Gordon Pullar's shop 
was next to Pah Loon's store. 
9 8 , Benno Behr's jewellery shop and Federal Hotel, 
Drummond Street 
9 9 . Northern aspect of town hall 
100. Southern aspect of town hall; the school was 
behind fence on right (taken from outside All Saints 
Church of England in Capella Street) 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
1 0 1 . Lagoon Bridge, looking south along Capella 
Street, with town hall on left and post office residence 
on right 
102. Lagoon Bridge; water carrier has backed his 
horse and cart into the Lagoon to collect water. 
103 . Lagoon Bridge with courthouse on left and 
Clermont Club on the right 
104. The courthouse, built 1865, behind trees on 
the right; post office in background with post office 
residence on left 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
106. The Clermont Club began in 1886; this 
building completed 1900 and washed away in 1916 
flood 
1 0 7 . Comer Capricorn and Drummond Streets 
108. Comer Capricorn and Drummond Streets, 
opposite side from photograph 107. From foreground to 
background: the former Australian Joint Stock bank, 
then a residence, with its occupier, Mr F.J. Young, 
outside; the Commercial Hotel; and the Catholic 
Church on hill 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
109. Westem end of the Lagoon and Lime Street, 
known as the Culvert 
110. Workers' Hall, comer Dnmimond and Tropic 
Streets; it was used for silent movies, dances and 
roller-skating. Next door is Isaac Nasser's.house. 
1 1 1 . View along Lime Street showing post office 
residence, post office and the Peak Downs Telegram 
printing office; double-gabled roof of the Presbyterian 
Church in background 112. Post office, Clermont 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
113 . Post office and residence; Jack Barron on left 
in mail coach; in second coach possibly A. Absolon, Mr 
Olive or John Sparkes. In 1867, a direct mail service 
was established between Nebo and Clermont, with 
horses carrying the mail bags the two hundred 
kilometres once a fortnight; there was also an electric 
telegraph line between the two centres. 
114 . State school, Clermont, built in 1871 
(originally with shingle roof) 
115 . All Saints Church of England and kindergarten 
in Capella Street; church consecrated 3 November 
1887 and kindergarten opened 1908 
116. All Saints Church of England from corner of 
Mimosa and Capella Streets; Lamont home on far left 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
117. Methodist Church, Box Street, which the 
Pullar family attended; church opened 1886, church 
residence on right 
118, Salvation Army Hall, Sirius Street. The old 
barracks in Drummond Street were demolished by the 
flood and the new hall opened in 1918. 
119. Roman Catholic Church, replaced an older 
church in 1890 
120. Catholic convent, opened 1912; the school 
building, left, was opened in 1907 by Archbishop 
Duhig, although education had been provided since 
1899. 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
1 2 1 , CathoUc school and convent (photographic 
plate unevenly developed) 
122. Back view of convent 
123 , Subjects unidentified 124, The Griffin family, left to right, back row: Lillian Tait (nee Griffin), Herbert Griffin, Isabella 
Griffin, Robert Griffin, Blanche Heggie (nee Griffin); 
front row: Richard Griffin, "Beau" (Walter Hugh) 
Griffin; (Isabella Griffin was the widow of W.H. 
Griffin senior [died 1906], who founded the firm of 
Griffin and Co.) 
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125, Griffin family and friends, left to right, stan-
ding: Isabella Griffin, Blanche Heggie (nee Griffin), 
Marion Maclean, Mrs S. Blackstone or Winny Griffin 
(wife of Robert), Lillian Tait (nee Griffin), Charles 
Maclean, Mrs Maclean, Sam Blackstone, "Beau" 
Griffin, Mrs S. Riley or Mrs Tolson, Dudley Easton; 
seated: Herbert Griffin, Ken Maclean, Richard Griffin 
(taken at "Karmoo", early 1920s) 
126 . "Beau" (Walter Hugh) Griffin 
lived with his sister, Blanche Heggie at 
"Karmoo" and worked in the store with 
his brother, Robert. 
127, Beau Griffin 128 , Beau Griffin 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
129. Beau Griffin 
130. Rose Harris, on horse. Her parents came to the 
Peak Downs in 1881 and her father set up his business 
as saddler in Clermont in the 1890s. Rose was a 
competent saddler, played the organ for All Saints, 
sang at concerts, and taught the children swimming, 
saddle stitching and boxing (her brother was a good 
boxer); she was in her nineties when she died at the 
Eventide Home, Rockhampton. 
131 . Rose Harris, displaying the ribbons she won at 
the show 132. Rose Harris 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
134. Andrew Searle seated in the goat cart and 
Wilhemina Bonzi, nanny to the Searle children (woman 
on right unknown). Mr H. E. Searle was manager of 
the Bank of New South Wales in Clermont until the 
family left the town in 1917. 
1 3 3 . Unidentified subject 
135. Andrew Searle and Wilhemina Bonzi; sulky 
made by Ted Barraclough and hamess by Ted Raper 
136. Wilhemina Bonzi, who married Paddy Huston, 
and Andrew Searle 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
137, Carting water from Sandy Creek; probably the 
J. Bryant family who lived near the creek 
138, A "three-in-hand" goatcart to carry water 
139, Nude bathing in Sandy Creek 140, Swimming in Sandy Creek 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
1 4 1 . Simday School picnic 142. A goat race; as in other westem Queensland 
towns there were many goats in Clermont. 
143 . Outside the Commercial Hotel, the boys are 
wearing jockey silks for a goat race. 144. A goat race; spectators under the shade of the Commercial Hotel balcony, Capricorn Street 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
145. Bicycle race, corner Drummond and Capricorn 
Streets 
146. The motor cars of Clermont; Gordon Pullar's 
shop, prior to flood, on left and Queen's Hotel on right 
(taken on same occasion as photograph 262) 
147. United Boys Club Orchestra; back row: Adolf 
Niedemeyer (cornet), Christie Niedemeyer (trombone), 
Mr Presland (dmms), Herbert Pullar (violin). Jack 
Knight senior (clarinet). Jack Knight junior (violin), 
Gordon Pullar (piano) (taken in dining room of Pullar 
home, about 1922-23) 
^ ^ M k 
^^ ^^ ^^ K ^^^|HK^H 
^I^^Hl^ 
I^^E^ 
^^\^'^^^^j 
B^^ 
148. United Boys Club Orchestra, members as in 
photograph 147 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
149. Adelaide Bettridge (seated) and 
Alice Bettridge 
150, Alice Bettridge (seated) and 
Adelaide Bettridge (taken outside Pullar 
home. Lime Street) 
151, Master Hoddy, the dentist's son, 
and Dorothy Pullar dressed for a 
"Cinderella" as Little Boy Blue and 
Little Bo Peep (taken at Douglas Street 
fernery about 1925) 
152, Unknown returned soldier with 
family (double exposure) 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
1 5 3 . Unidentified subject 
154. Unidentified subject 
156. Unidentified subject 
155 . Unidentified subjects 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
157. Unidentified subject 158. Unidentified subject 
159. Unidentified subjects 
160. Alma Low (taken at the Pullar 
home, Douglas Street) 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
161 . Possibly Ernie Bettridge 162. Unidentified subject 
163 . Marriage of Ethel Ricketts and Thomas Henry 
Barnes on 22 September 1926 at All Saints Church of 
England and afterwards at home in Box Street (double 
exposure); left to right, back row: Mrs T. Harry (Ellen) 
Ricketts, Claude Ricketts, Cecil Barnes, Tom or 
Herbert Eite, Bill Eite (best man), William James 
Barnes (father of groom); front row: Hilda Hiscock (nee 
Barnes), Henry Barnes (groom), Ethel Barnes (nee 
Ricketts) (bride), Iva Ricketts 
164. Percy Knight-Brown wedding; Dan Brown 
(left), Vera McKean (right) 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
166. Tent houses at imknown location 
165 . Poster of world heavy-weight 
boxing champion, Jack Johnson 
167, Road bridge over Sandy Creek (built about 
1900) 
168 , Lagoon during drought at some stage after 
flood; possibly Violet Pullar on right, aged six or seven 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
169 . Lagoon during drought 170. Lagoon, looking west from northern bank. 
Phaeton drawn by "Toby" belonged to Pullars (post 
flood) 
1 7 1 , Lagoon, remains of bridge, and town hall 172. The Lagoon after the flood 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
173 . Sandy Creek in flood (not 1916) 174. Sandy Creek in flood (not 1916) 
175 . Flooding in Sandy Creek, looking downstream 
towards cemetery 
1 7 6 . A Chinese market gardener's house 
surrounded by flooded Sandy Creek (not 1916) 
^^^H ^^5 
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177 , Sandy Creek in flood (not 1916) 178 . Sandy Q-eek in flood (not 1916) 
179 . Clermont cemetery 180. Clermont cemetery 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
181. Grave of Dr H. Zwar, Clermont 
cemetery 
182. Mullin family grave, Clermont 
cemetery; Bernard Mullin, mayor from 
1880 to 1882, Bernard S. Mullin mayor 
in 1902 
183 . Grave of Dr John Higgins, 
Clermont cemetery 
184. Railway station and sheds, Clermont; line to 
Clermont opened in 1884 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
185 . Clermont railway station 186. At Clermont railway station (roll film negative! 
187. George Tuck, stationmaster at 
Clermont at time of 1916 flood 188 . George Tuck, stationmaster 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
189. Railway bridge to Blair Athol over Sandy 
Creek (taken possibly when bridge was under 
construction) 
190. Railway line to Blair Athol, completed 1910 
191 . Railway bridge on Blair Athol line 
192. 
house 
Blair Athol railway station and stationmaster's 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
193 . Coal wagons at railway station, Clermont; 
before the railway linked Blair Athol and Clermont, 
coal was transported in this way. 
194. Blair Athol Coal and Timber Mine Number 
One 
195 . Pit weighbridge at Blair Athol Coal and 
Timber Mine; from left: Paul Risien (director), Mr 
Jeffries (mine manager); far right: Bill Window 
196. Brace and loading bins at Number Two mine* 
Blair Athol 
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197. Brace and loading bins at Number Two mine, 
Blair Athol 
198. The Copperfield-Clermont road 
199. Copper mine at Copperfield 
200 , Copper mine at Copperfield; head frame and 
winding house on right 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 0 1 , Copperfleld State School; left to right: Bill 
Pengelly (back to tree), Albert Weston (seated), Victor 
Bray, Les Weston, Philip Bray, Harold Smith (on 
bike), Beatrice Lamont (teacher), Jim Evans (seated, 
foregrovind). May Bettridge (on verandah), Beatrice 
Bray, Mrs Finger (on verandah), Emie Finger (seated). 
May Smith (on bike), Cyril Weston, Grace Evans, Bill 
Evans 
202 , Peak Dqwns Hospital, built about 1865. In 
1902, Mr A. H. Volker won the contract to supply milk 
to the hospital at eightpence per quart (about six cents 
per litre) 
2 0 3 , Peak Downs Hospital 204 . Peak Downs Hospital 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 0 3 . Peak Downs Hospital 206 , Peak Downs Hospital 
207 , Peak Downs Hospital with resident surgeon, 
matron and nursing staff 2 0 8 , Majrpole dancing at the Peak Downs Hospital 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 0 9 . Staff of the Peak Downs Hospital 210 . Doctor's residence. Peak Downs Hospital 
2 1 1 . Clermont Ambulance Committee, left to right, 
back row: Mrs Hooper, Mrs Castle, Mrs Barraclough, 
Mrs C. Jansen, Mrs Nugent, Mrs Hauenschild, Mr 
Whittington (superintendent), Mrs Fred Peterson, Mrs 
Watson; front row: Miss Kath Nugent, Miss Alice 
Hodges, Miss Rose Harris, Miss Julia "Pops" Hodges 
212 , Clermont Ambulance Committee, 
hats, members as photograph 211 
weanng 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 1 3 . Shearers' camp, Langton station 
2 1 4 , Shearing sheep at Langton 
station 
2 1 5 , Wool press at the Langton shed 216 , Probably a shearers* camp 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 1 7 , Wolfang shearing shed 2 1 8 , In the shearing shed, Wolfang station, thirteen 
kilometres north of Clermont 
2 1 9 , Bales of wool being loaded at the Wolfang 
station shearing shed 
2 2 0 . Fourteen-horse team bringing the wool to 
Clermont railway station. The teamster is possibly 
Dick Benny, who lived at the Venus reserve not far 
from Blair Athol; he grew watermelons and grapes and 
was reputedly a great story-teller. 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 2 1 . Horse team with load of wool 222 , Unloading the bales, Clermont railway station 
The Aborigines 
2 2 3 . Unloading the bales, Clermont railway station 
2 2 4 . Staging a fight with nullah-nullah and shield 
(taken at Sandy Creek) 
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2 2 5 . Staging a fight (taken at Sandy Creek) 226 . Staging a fight (taken at Sandy Creek) 
227 . A different mock fight from photograph 226 
(taken at Sandy Creek) 2 2 8 . Similar group as in photograph 227 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
229 . Left to right Nell Turkey, Callie Calligaah 
(later married Emily Turkey), Miclc Habbler (bom on 
Habbler station and worked there most of his life; 
better known as Mick Cotherstone, his children were 
Les, Fred, Lance and Doris), Alex Turkey (husband of 
Nell) 
2 3 0 . Callie Calligaah, Mick Habbler (also known as 
Mick Cotherstone), Nell Turkey (Alex Turkey at rear) 
2 3 1 . Subjects unidentified 
2 3 2 . Huey Gadd (on left), Bena Geebimg (woman in 
white), Walter Saunders (with card in hand), Hector 
Watson (with hat without band sitting side-on to 
camera), Birtie Bundle from Springsure (elderly man 
with wliite shirt, waistcoat and big moustache), Roy 
Tobane (seated at back, with hat), Queenie Geebung 
(next to him), Logan Gadd, brother of Huey (next on 
right); children unidentified 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 3 4 . Second from right: Tom Emerson, also known 
as Tom Iffley, third from right Tom Emerson's wife 
2 3 3 . Tippo Powder (with pipe) and 
Billy Hill (squatting) 
2 3 5 . Unidentified subject 2 3 6 . Tom Emerson and his wife, whose name had been Robertson 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 3 7 . Unidentified subjects 2 3 8 . Unidentified subject 
2 4 0 . Unidentified subject (also 
appears in photographs 241 and 242) 
2 3 9 , Unidentified subject 
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242 , Unidentified subjects 
2 4 1 . Unidentified subject 
2 4 3 , Unidentified subject (also 
appears in photograph 228, third from 
top lefl;) 
2 4 4 . Unidentified subject (also 
appears in photograph 254, bottom left) 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 4 5 , Unidentified subject 2 4 6 . Lillie Barnes, 
Snapper Barnes 
daughter of 
247 . Unidentified subject 2 4 8 . Unidentified subject 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 5 0 . Unidentified subjects 
2 4 9 . Same subject as in photograph 
248 
2 5 1 . Annie Tears 2 5 2 . Woman on right, Annie Tears 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
254 , Unidentified subjects 
2 5 3 . Annie Tears 
2 5 5 . Annie Tears 2 5 6 . Boot Doolan, Daisy Freeman 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 5 7 . Probably Aggie Emerson (taken 
at Pullar home. Lime Street) 
2 5 8 . Aggie Emerson, sister to Tom 
Emerson (also known as Tom Iffley) 
(taken at Pullar home. Lime Street) 
Shifting a Town 
2 5 9 . Duke Barker, Mrs Barker and 
their children (taken at Pullar home, 
Douglas Street) 
2 6 0 . The Lagoon, Clermont; Victor 
Pullar in foreground, Clermont Club 
behind bridge, Pohl's shop. Griffin's 
store and Bank of New South Wales 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 6 1 . Derrett's traction engine winching dead trees 
from the Lagoon 
2 6 2 . Gordon Pullar's shop (bought late 1916) and 
the Queen's Hotel; car on right belongs to Tom Lewis 
who stands at rear with white shirt and coat (taken on 
same occasion as photograph 146). Gordon Pullar 
escaped from the flood by cUmbing on to the Queen's 
Hotel balcony. 
2 6 3 . North and Co.'s premises prior to the flood on 
the comer of Drummond and Capricorn Streets; after 
the flood. North's moved into temporary premises next 
to the town hall and then into Capella Street. 
2 6 4 . Drummond Street before the 1916 flood; 
Federal Hotel in middle of the row and Clermont Club 
in distance 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 6 5 . The Lagoon Bridge and town hall which was 
also used as the Masonic hall and for dances and shows 
266 , After the flood: the town hall on the south 
bank of the Lagoon remains but bridge washed away. 
2 6 7 , Dmmmond Street after the flood; the cordial 
factory and Salvation Army Hall; formerly on the left, 
were washed away 2 6 8 . Dmmmond Street after the flood, looking east 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 6 9 . Looking east along Drummond Street, North's 
building on left; the Federal Hotel has been swept 
across the street by the floodwaters. 
2 7 0 . The Federal Hotel in mins; Gordon and Victor 
Pullar in foreground; poster advertises Neptune's 
Daughter, a silent movie with Annette Kellerman. 
When the front balcony of the hotel collapsed Carl 
Moller, the butcher, was swept into the water and 
drowned. 
2 7 1 . Dmmmond Street, looking west, showing the 
wrecked Federal Hotel on left (it had been built in 1899 
by William Southgate); North's building on right 2 7 2 . Drummond Street, looking west 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 7 3 . Looking across towards the Federal Hotel; 
Roman Catholic church on the hill to the left 
274 , Looking south along Capella 
Street across remains of bridge with 
Gordon Pullar in foreground; many 
people were rescued from trees after the 
water subsided 
2 7 5 . One of the few buildings standing at the east 
end of Drummond Street after the flood; tovm hall on 
far left 
2 7 6 . Griffin's store and Bank of New South Wales. 
W. H. Griffin bought Winter and Lea's Store in 1899 
and incorporated it into the firm of Griffin and Co. 
which had begun in 1897. The Bank of New South 
Wales opened in Clermont in 1879; this building was 
built in 1901. The men in the foreground are G.J. Poll 
(the mayor) and Jack Millard. 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 7 7 . Barraclough's blacksmith's shop after the 
flood; left to right unidentified boy, Ted Barraclough 
jimior, Walter "Duck" Cooper, Ted Barraclough 
senior 
2 7 8 , Sulky built by Ted Barraclough 
279 , McKean's traction engine winching Griffin 
and Co.'s store from Dmmmond Street; Bank of New 
South Wales and roof of town hall on right 
280 , Griffin's store being winched to its new site in 
Sirius Street where it became the bulk store for the 
new shop in Capella Street 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 8 1 , The Grand Hotel was moved before the Leo, 
which can be seen to the left behind the shop (Nasser's 
drapery); by this time, August 1917, the Federal Hotel 
had been demolished. (Note shadow of photographer 
and camera in foreground.) 
282 , The Grand Hotel setting out on its journey 
2 8 3 , The Grand Hotel and Derrett's traction engine 
284 , The Grand Hotel being winched to higher 
ground 
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285 , Grand Hotel approaching its new site on the 
comer of Daintree and Capella Streets 
286 , The Leo Hotel crossing the culvert over the 
Lagoon at Capricom Street. On 17 November 1917, 
the Leo was sold for removal for £595; it was in 
business at its new site on the comer of Douglas and 
Capella Streets by December 1917. 
287 , Leo Hotel being winched by Derrett's traction 
engine 2 8 8 , Leo Hotel on the move 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 8 9 , Leo Hotel; timber rail lines stacked in 
foreground 
2 9 0 . Leo Hotel moving along Lime Street 
J291. Leo Hotel moving along Lime Street 
292 . Leo Hotel moving along Lime Street; town hall 
in background and Lagoon on left 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
2 9 3 . Leo Hotel moving along Lime Street; building 
in backgroxmd on far left is the school, then the post 
office residence and post office 
2 9 4 . The Leo Hotel after turning into Capella 
Street, post office residence on right. Notice that water 
was being carried in carts for household use: the town 
was in drought so soon after the flood. 
2 9 5 . Part of Commercial Hotel awaiting removal — 
because of its L-shaped plan, it was sawn in two; 
Pullar's shop and the Queen's Hotel on right 
2 9 6 . Commercial Hotel being moved by Derrett's 
traction engine; from left to right: Lewis Derrett, 
Albert Weston, Horace Weston, subject unidentified, 
W.H. O'Brien. The contractor for the removal was 
Fred Peterson with his partner, W. H. O'Brien. 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
297 . First part of Commercial Hotel on its journey. 
The hotel was buildin 1899 from local timber and the 
joinery made in Clermont to the design of architects 
Eaton and Bates of Rockhampton; the balustrades 
were iron. 
298 . Capella Street early in 1917; Norman's store, 
on the left, was already there before the flood. 
2 9 9 . Moller's new butcher shop in Capella Street, 
opened in September 1917. 
300 . Capella Street, and new shops ready for 
business; building on right is the Grand Hotel. 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
301. 
Street 
Looking south to the railway line along Capella 302 . Griffin's new store, on comer of Sirius and 
Capella Streets, vmder construction; also the two-
storey Federal Hotel (renamed the Central), which 
opened for business in December 1917. 
303 . Similar view, slightly later than photograph 
301, showing block between Daintree and Herschel 
Streets 304 . Herschel to Daintree Streets, looking north 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
3 0 5 . First World War soldiers marching down 
Capella Street; Grand Hotel in the background. 
North's store not yet built (it is interesting to compare 
this with photograph 311). 
3 0 6 . First World War procession 
3 0 7 . Procession in Capella Street 3 0 8 . Procession in Capella Street 
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309 . Ford truck decorated for patriotic procession 310 . A town gathering outside the 
Lime Street, at the end of the war 
3 1 1 . Block from Sirius to Daintree Street; next to 
Benno Behr's jewellery shop is W. T. Harris's saddlery 
which was dismantled and moved from Drummond 
Street. 3 1 2 . Capella Street, looking north (under-exposed) 
s:#«^^^ 
Property of University of Queensland Press - do not copy or distribute
3 1 3 . 
Street 
Capella Street, looking south from about Box 3 1 4 . Similar view to photograph 313, this time 
showing Kennedy's jewellery shop 
3 1 5 . In April 1923 a fire began in Melonas' sweets 
shop, burnt down Kennedy's shop, Dobson's garage 
and damaged Heard's tea rooms (the cement building). 
316 . The fire which destroyed four premises in 
1923 was fought with buckets of water from the 
rainwater tanks at the back of Heard's and Griffin's. 
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317 . The Leo Hotel, owned by I. Nasser, was 
wrecked by a fierce storm in December 1925; the front 
balcony was blown right over the rest of the building 
and hit the roof of the kitchen. The store next door, 
also owned by I. Nasser (on left under the awning) was 
partly imroofed. 
. . • ^ ' 
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